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Schedule 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

09:15 Morning Talk Morning Talk Morning Talk Morning Talk Morning Talk 

10:45 Morning Tea Morning Tea Morning Tea Morning Tea Morning Tea 

11:00 Strand Groups Strand Groups Strand Groups Strand Groups Strand Groups 

13:00 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

14:00 Free Time Workshop Workshop Workshop Close 

15:30 Free Time Free Time Free Time Free Time 

18:00 Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner 

19:30 Evening Talk Evening Talk Evening Talk Evening Talk 
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Welcome to Ignite Training Conference 2019! 

Welcome to Ignite 2019: Overflow! We are so glad that you have put aside a week of 
holidays to be here with us. I trust that you will be encouraged and equipped in God’s word 
this week. Ignite exists to ignite in people a passion and desire for his word. God has given 
each of us His Word as a sword for the fight. Our goal is to train and equip you to use it well. 
We aim to do that in our conference through: 

 Strand Groups: the stand out feature of Ignite
 Bible Talks: both morning/evening, they aim to demonstrate the same skills we teach
 Workshops: complement the content in the strand groups and talks

The 5 days of Ignite are packed with content and can prove to be mentally draining (and 
emotionally for introverts). Please stay fresh and get rest, but also make the most of the 
week that we have together, as Christians gathered from around Brisbane. 

I’m honoured to work with a team of pastors and church members in running Ignite. They 
have been hard at work, behind the scenes, to get Ignite running for another year. Special 
thanks to Josh Tan who has been the person behind the running of the conference. Some 
are so committed that they have been serving Ignite even though they couldn’t make it this 
year. We are all unpaid volunteers, because we believe Ignite is worth it. 

We hope and pray that this week will be a time of refreshment in the Spirit, learning useful 
skills, challenge for the soul, and ignition of the heart ahead of 2019. 

Chris Lung,  
Chairperson of the Ignite Board,  
on behalf of the Ignite Board and the Ignite Organising Committee 

P.S. Ignite is also part of a wider conference family,  
Queensland Christian Convention Association (QCCA).  
Check it out for other conferences through the year for women, young adults, or even 
outside Brisbane. 
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Strand Groups 

1.1 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.5 

Front Hall Front Hall Front Hall Front Hall Front Hall 

Peter Chan Mellisa Wang Fiona Ip Lucas Sharley Meagan Guo 

Wesley Chong Jisu Jang Anthony Lau Nic Crook Tiffany Ng 

Darren Lau Jeff Chen Beatrice Ang Johnny Lee David Tran 

Florence Loh Monty Lam Cheukman Lau Orrin Hurlbutt Joel Ng 

Yiming Xu Samuel Zhao Thomas Clark Bianca Chai Ryan Chiong 

Ingrid Rugel Eileen Wang Hiu Laam Ng Megan Ko Chloe Lai 

Chris Rixon Eunice Wong Shannon Yu Ervin Hii Jennifer Chan 

Michael Lai Rebekah Abbott Mark Teoh Dale Bryan-Brown Sabrina Wee 

James Xie Saima Riaz Isabel Chin Josiah Atkinson 

2.1 2.2 2.3 3.1 3.2 

Common Room Mentoring Room Amy Carmichael 

Room Back Hall Library 

Steve Tran Michael Howell Willus Cheng Joey Cheng Felix Hui 

John Lew Mary Cheng Sarah Hui 

Daniel Dunn Renee Ottrey Grace Chiu Christian Tan Rossen Zhao 

Justin Yan Rainbow Lai Shane Lim Tim Sparks Nathanael Chua 

Esther Chan Wayne Shen Wesley Ngu Sofia Back Nathan Kenny 

Vickie Pan Elisa Ting Janet Pham Calvin Liaw Rachel Bernasconi 

Gary Yuen Felicia Sutantijo Joshua Fraser Ivy Chiang Jessie Wong 

Christine Liu David Lee Anna Ny Aidan Tay Alwyn Wan 

Elise Taylor Bea Simbag Grace Ho Terence Seah 

Chloe Lim Deborah Loone 

Leya Koh Georgina Sheu 

Amanda Liao Joshua Yang 

William Webster Jack Yuen 

4.1 

Downstairs 

Elizabeth Mario 

Nathaniel Taylor Patrick Chan 

Vincent Lee Caleb Fung 

Phoebe Lam Ivan Tan 

Daphne Ho Eric Wang 

Josh Ting Audrey Leong 

Bo Wei Janelle Thong 

Edward Yu Lydia Teo 

Jane Chiu Jonathan Furneaux 

Jason Lam David Tay 
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Morning Talks 

Morning talk 1 | The Breath of Life - Tony Rowbotham 
Genesis 1 & 2, Ezekiel 37; Numbers 11 -> John 1:1 
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Morning talk 2 | The Messiah-Anointing Spirit - Tony Rowbotham 
Isaiah 11, 42, 61  -> Luke 3:22, 4:18-21, 4:43-44 
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Morning talk 3 | The Holy Spirit - Tony Rowbotham   
Ezekiel -> Hebrews 8-10 
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Morning talk 4 | The Crowning Work of the Spirit - Tony Rowbotham 
Romans 8:1-17
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Morning talk 5 | The Trinitarian Spirit - Tony Rowbotham 
John 5:16-30 
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Workshop Speakers 
Iggy Wong 
Iggy is married to Li Qing and has four kids, Natasha, Nathan, Jordan and 
Jacob.  He has recently returned home to Brisbane after seven years of 
ministry training in Sydney, and is currently serving as the lead pastor at 
Coopers Plains Evangelical Church.   

Iggy has a passion to see people live for Jesus and to make Jesus known and 
feels incredibly privileged that he gets to do this full time.   To relax, Iggy 
loves laughing at the antics of his kids and following the ups and downs of 
the Houston Rockets season. 

Mikey Tai 
Mikey is the pastor of Providence Church, a church planted in Sunnybank 
3 years ago. He’s married to Heidi and has a cute furball called Simba. In 
his spare time, he loves watching his indoor plant babies grow, bargain 
hunting, and drinking good coffee. 

Nic Crook 
After a career in blowing things up, bleaching students and setting things on fire, Nic 
resigned from teaching to become a church planting missionary in northern Japan with 
OMF International. Nic serves as the State Ministry Leader for OMF in Queensland, 
mobilising people for short-term and long-term missionary work in East Asia. Married 
with three children he loves, kayaking, reading and having a good yarn. A favourite 
verse: "God, the Lord, is my strength; He makes my feet like the deer's; He makes me 
tread on my high places" (Habakkuk 3:19). 

Steve Tran 
After becoming a Christian in 2001, I started thinking about full-time paid ministry 
in the middle of 2003. From there to the end of 2006 was a long journey of prayer, 
discussions, ministry experience, and looking for training options (oh, and getting 
married!). From 2007-2011 I did ministry training and theological studies, before 
being invited back to my home church, SLE Church, to pastor. Since then I've 
stumbled my way through ministry, learnt a few hard lessons, but have loved every 
minute. 

Scott Pasley 
Scott Pasley is married to the lovely Deb and has three lively children. Scott loves to see 
Christians grow in their confidence in Jesus and clarity about what it looks like to follow 
him in the working world. He has worked as an engineer in construction, in utilities, and 
in allied primary industries.  
Scott enjoys cycling to work and loves to conquer the world through board games. He 
also would like the St George Dragons to win another premiership before he passes 
from this world. 
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Workshop Summaries 
Here’s just a sampling of the kind of workshops on offer at Ignite! 

Discipleship – Mikey Tai 
We hear the word “discipleship” thrown around at church often but how do we get involved with God’s 
mission in making and seeing disciples grow and multiply? How can we not only teach but model the gospel 
in a way that is biblical and helpful to others around us as we live out the gospel? This workshop will help us 
answer some of these questions and give us a bit of a kickstart in “doing” discipleship. 

Full Time Ministry – Steve Tran 

For anyone thinking about full-time paid ministry/missions in the future. We’ll walk through what ‘paid 
ministry’ is, hopefully dispel some common myths, answer any questions you have, and look at what the 
Bible says qualifies someone for this work. 

Strand Packaging & Leading – Iggy Wong 

Who loves boring, three hour bible studies that feel like they are slowly draining your will to live? We've all 
been there unfortunately!   

We all know bible studies are important, but what are the keys to bible studies that our people really look 
forward to, rather than just come to out of duty?   This workshop will aim to give you some helpful 
guidelines and tips on writing faithful and creative studies (yes, they can be both!) as well as how to lead the 
discussion so people are engaged and challenged.    
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Tuesday Workshop | Discipleship - Mikey Tai 
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Tuesday Workshop | Discerning God's will for my journey - Nic Crook (OMF) 
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Tuesday Workshop | Scott Pasley (CBF) 
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Wednesday Workshop | Prayer - Luke Jenkin 
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Wednesday Workshop | Acts and the Holy Spirit - Wes Redgen 
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Wednesday Workshop | Full Time Ministry - Steve Tran 
Part 1 – The Minister 
Discussion: What qualifies someone to go into full-time paid ministry? 

 

 

 

Conviction (1 Timothy 3:1) 

 Conviction = calling? 

 

 

 

 

Character (Titus 1:5-8; 1 Timothy 3:1-7, 5:22) 

Spend time in groups walking through each character quality – writer a quick sentence about what this 
character quality means, and why it’s important. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Competence (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:9; James 3:1) 
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Three other areas: 

Shepherding 

 

 

Evangelism 

 

 
 
Agreement 

 

 

 

 

Cash 

 

 

Clock 

 

 

Part 2 – The Ministry 

The hard 

 
 
 

 

 

The joyful 

 

 

 
 

 

Questions? 

 



20 
 

Thursday Workshop (Compulsory for Strand 1) | Strand Packaging & Leading - Iggy Wong 

PRAY 
You can’t do this on your own.  You need the help of the Holy Spirit.    Let’s pray!  

 

INVESTIGATE 
Read and Re-read 

 Write down some initial observations and any questions you have.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apply your tools 
1. Context:   

How does the text before and after help me understand this passage?   
(What’s the situation?  How does the story/argument flow?) 

 

 

 

 

Bible Timeline:  Where does this fit in biblical history? 

 
 

 

 

2. Key Words  

Repeated words 

 

 

 

Important linking words (for, because, therefor, so, but, if) 
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3. Purpose:   

why did the author write this?   

OR What effect does he want his writing to have on hearers/readers? (look for “so that” or a 
practical command that follows a section on theology) 

 

 

 
 

 

1. Tone/Feel:  what emotion is this writing supposed to make me feel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Structure/Flow- How has the author broken down his material into sections?   How do they link?  
(give a title to each sub section) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTEGRATE 
BIG IDEA:   
Have a look at your sub sections.  What is the broad big idea that summarises these truths?  
(think “what does the author want his readers to know”) 

 

 Form your big idea like this: 

 
 Big Idea= A + B 

 A= the person/thing/concept/ that the passage is about 

 B= what the passage says about A (there may be more than one point here)  
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PURPOSE STATEMENT 

What does the author want his readers to do in response to knowing this big idea?    (NEEDS A VERB!)  

 
 
 
 

APPLY  
Apply in line with purpose statement first.  Then broader applications can be derived from Big idea if 
needed. Be specific!  Think of particular contexts in your life.  

 

 

 

HEAD (mindset change) 

 

 
 

 

HEART (attitude change) 

 

 

 
 

HANDS (behaviour change) 
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PACKAGE 
1. ESTABLISH TEACHING GOALS.  

Look at your big idea and purpose statement.  

a. What do you want your audience to KNOW? 
 
 
 
 

b. What do you want your audience to DO?  

 

 

 

2. WRITE YOUR QUESTIONS 

a) Launching questions – Get people thinking about the Big Idea 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Context questions – What has just happened/been said before my passage?  
 
 
 
 
 

c) Content – What does it say? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d) Interpretation – What does it mean?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

e) Summary – Summarising either the Big Idea OR a section of my passage. 
 
 
 

f) Application – How does my behaviour or belief need to change?  
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Thursday Q&A Panel 
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Evening Talks 

Evening talk 1 | Paul Grimmond 
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Evening talk 2 | Paul Grimmond 
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Evening talk 3 | Paul Grimmond 
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Evening talk 4 | Paul Grimmond 
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STRAND 3: AN OVERVIEW
Goal – For you to be equipped to start thinking theologically about any topic, in a gospel centred way

SESSION 1 - INTRODUCTION TO THINKING THEOLOGICALLY

How to think theologically. This is the focus of this strand, so we can 
see what the whole Bible says about a particular topic, in a gospel 
centred way.

We will distinguish the difference between Biblical Theology and 
Systematic Theology, be introduced to a gospel-centred model for 
thinking theologically, and begin with Stage 1: Brainstorm.

Main Activities:

1.  Getting to know one another
2.  Reviewing Strands 1 and 2
3.  Understanding the difference between 
Biblical Theology and Systematic Theology 
4.  The model introduced
5.  Starting to brainstorm the topic social 
justice (Stage 1) 

SESSION 2 - THE MODEL APPLIED (STAGES 2-4)

Today we continue applying the model as a group to the topic 
social justice, seeing the centrality of the gospel. The gospel is 
key in thinking theologically about any given topic.

Main Activities:

1. Stage 2: Individual Passages (Content)
2. Stage 3: The Gospel (Context)
3. Stage 4: Summary Points

SESSION 3 - THE MODEL APPLIED (STAGES 5-6)

We will see the importance of the recursive nature of the process, and 
how this leads to a sound, gospel-shaped answer. Having come up 
with the Big Idea and the Implications, there is some time to consider 
other authorities that people use in forming their answer on a given 
topic. Finally, you can confirm your topic of choice.

Main Activities:

1. Stage 5: The Big Idea
2. Stage 6: Implications 
3. The place of reason, tradition and experience
4. Begin to individually prepare your topic of 

choice

SESSION 4 - OWN TOPIC

Today we will look at how to package a topical Bible Study. Then you 
will have time to work on your topic of choice, working through the 
model you have learnt.

Main Activities:

1. Stage 7: Packaging
2. Continue individual work on your topic.

SESSION 5 - PRESENTING

Today everyone gets an opportunity to present their topic, talking 
people through their Summary Points, then Big Idea and Implications 
for their audience. The trainer and group can encourage and provide 
constructive feedback.  

1. Presenting and offering feedback

2. Summary of the week and farewells

3. Graduation
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What do you want to learn this week? Why have you come back for a third time?

For this week to be a success I would like to be able to…

REVIEW OF STRAND 1 & STRAND 2
In Strands 1 and 2 we learnt a model to help us understand and teach any passage in the 
Old or New Testament. Draw the model here. 

In Strand 2 we focused on Biblical Theology, which is ….  
(see appendix 1 for recap of strand 2)

SESSION 1

1/5SESSION 1   STRAND 3
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BIBLICAL THEOLOGY AND 
SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY
1. Interpreting the Old Testament 
can be tricky! 

Biblical Theology (Strand 2) and Systematic Theology 
(Strand 3) are both about seeing one part of the Bible 
within the context of the whole. But the way they go 
about doing it is different.

Biblical Theology…

 � Looks at how a theme slowly  
 throughout the Bible, 

 � And how it finally finds its  
fulfilment in   .

 � It is like watching a         of the  
Bible unfolding.

Systematic Theology… 

 � Is a                 of what the Bible says  
about a topic all at once 

 � In light of the  .

 � It is like taking a       of the whole  
Bible all at once.

HOW TO THINK THEOLOGICALLY
In Strand 3 we will learn how to think theologically. In ministry situations – and in fact in much of 
life – we are often confronted with the question of what we as Christians should think and do about a 
particular question or topic. We want to think theologically about these topics, so that we can see what 
the Bible as a whole has to say about it.

The result of thinking theologically about a topic is known as a Systematic Theology. It will be a 
summary of what the Bible as a whole says about our topic.

2/5

See Appendix 2 for domains of theology.
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3/5

Systematic Theology is …

So how do we do it well?

Consider:

 � Have you ever written a topical Bible study?  
What was it on?

 � How did you go about preparing it?

 � Were you confident you got it right?

 � Did you find resources that seemed dodgy?

How do we work out what the Bible as a whole says about a topic? How 
do we include everything that we need to say?

Take the topic of suffering in the world for example.  
When thinking theologically about suffering, we need to do more than 
just consider what one or two passages in the Bible may say. We need 

to make sense of it within the whole of the Bible’s message. We need to 
think about what the big picture of theology tells us about suffering (or 
whatever your topic in question may be).

As you can imagine this is a big and somewhat daunting task!

The forest and trees

Think of it like this. The ‘forest’ is our big picture; it gives us our overall 
context. But a forest is only a forest if it has lots of trees. These ‘trees’ 
are the individual passages that address our topic.

So as with Strands 1 and 2 we are looking at both the context (big 
picture) and content (small picture). And as with Strands 1 and 2 we 
don’t deal with context and content separately but are constantly 
interweaving them together.

This means we are not looking at passages in isolation but are reading 
them in light of our big picture. Furthermore, our big picture will drive us 
to consider a whole range of passages. 

The end result is that we are not just knitting together an answer from 
a random selection of Bible passages. Instead we will come up with an 
answer that is consistent with the big picture of the Bible. 

A MODEL FOR THINKING 
THEOLOGICALLY
A model for building a Systematic Theology includes the following 
stages:

SESSION 1   STRAND 3

In Strand 3 we will:

�

�

 demonstrate the use of this model with the topic of social justice;

 help you to use this model to explore what the Bible says about a 
topic of your own choice.

Jessica’s question

You’re at church on Sunday night and Jessica wants to know what 
Christians think about social justice.  
What are you going to say to her? 
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STAGE 1: BRAINSTORM
 When we have a particular topic and we want to know 
what the Bible as a whole has to say, our first stage is to 
brainstorm. Get down what we know at this point, and 
where the Bible speaks about it.

The questions I can ask myself at this stage of my 
preparation are:

1. What do I know about my topic?

2. What key words are related to my topic?

3. What key verses/passages am I aware of that are 
relevant to my topic? 

4. What questions do I have about my topic?

5. How can I use Bible resources (e.g. concordance, Bible 
software) to find and list any other relevant verses/
passages?

To help us answer Jessica’s question about 
social justic, let’s start working through the model. In 
so doing we will see how the model helps us to think 
theologically.

Start by praying for God’s help to understand his word.

4/5

 Stage 1: Brainstorm

1. What do I know about social justice?

2. What key words are related to social justice?

3. What key verse/passages am I aware of that are relevant to social justice?
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 Stage 1: Brainstorm

4. What questions do I have about social justice?

5. How can I use Bible resources to find and list any other relevant verses/passages?

6. How would you now answer Jessica’s question?

1. Systematic Theology is…

2. The Strand 3 model….

3. Things I’ve learnt today

4. Questions I still have

Once you have done your own work, see Appendix 3 for an example of the list of passages using concordance software.

Help!! Perhaps you feel overwhelmed! What do you do with all these verses? Don’t worry, tomorrow we will dig deeper 
into what you’ve come up with so far and start to pull these thoughts together.

5/5

SUMMARY BOX: SESSION 1

SESSION 1   STRAND 3
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Before and after context What happened before this passage? After this passage?

Book context Who wrote this passage? What style of writing is it? Where are the events set? 
When did it take place? Why was it written?

Bible context How does this passage help us understand the development of the Kingdom 
of God? Are there parts awaiting fulfilment? Places in other parts of the Bible 
where this passage is quoted? How is this passage fulfilled in Jesus?

Overall picture Who is involved in our passage? What happens in our passage? Where did 
the events described take place? When did the events take place? Why was 
the passage written? Why did the event take place?

Details What words and ideas are difficult to understand? Repeated? Important 
(especially in light of the rest of the book)? Important (especially in light of 
the Biblical Theology framework)? Persuade?

Flow What are the linking words (and)? Contrasting words (but, whereas, 
although)? Reason words (therefore, because, since, then)? Time words 
(when, next, after, while)?

SESSION 2

WELCOME, PRAY & RECAP

STAGE 2: INDIVIDUAL 
PASSAGES (CONTENT)
Now you’ve had a go brainstorming the topic, it’s time to 
look up those passages. This will help us to start forming 
the Bible’s answer. 

Remember to apply the basic concepts you learnt in 
Strands 1 and 2. However, as you consider the context and 
content of each passage, your focus will be on what is 
said about your topic. You won’t be able to be as thorough 
with every passage as you may like. We are getting a feel 
for what the Bible says as a whole, not looking at every 
passage in detail.

Questions to keep in mind as I look at each of my 
passages include:

1/5
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 Stage 2: Individual passages (Content)

Look up the passages you identified in your brainstorming and see what they say about social justice.  (If there are 
many, look up a few passages in each era/epoch of the Bible. Once you have a go, see Appendix 4)

Start to form an answer

Based on your work so far what would you now say about social justice?

Half an hour is clearly not enough time to work through all the Bible has to say! So don’t worry if 
you still feel a little overwhelmed. We are learning a model, not working through this particular 
topic in depth.

If there are not many passages related to your topic, then you can look them all up and do this process. However, if 
there are so many passages, how do you know which passages to look up when you cannot look at all of them? This is 
where your Strand 2 knowledge comes in handy. Try to look up some passages in each of the epochs/eras of the Bible. 

(Refer back to Appendix 1 to refresh your memory).

SESSION 2   STRAND 3 2/5
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THE BIG PICTURE
Before we move on to Stage 3 we pause to consider: what is that Big Picture of the Bible?

Here are some attempts at the Big Picture that don’t quite get there. What’s wrong with them?

 � “It’s all about what God is like.”

 � “The Bible’s primary focus is the people of God.”

 � “The Bible is all about sin and judgment.”

If you had to sum up the message of the whole Bible in just a few words, what would that be?

3/5

The Big Picture is not just one doctrine or a collection of unconnected doctrines – it is the gospel. 
The gospel is key in thinking theologically about any topic.

STAGE 3: THE GOSPEL (CONTEXT)
We’ve read lots of passages relating to our topic – perhaps even found every verse that mentions 
our topic. However this doesn’t guarantee that we end up with a good statement about what the 
Bible says as a whole on our topic.

This is because we also need to allow the Big Picture of the Bible to shed light on our topic. This 
sets our topic in the context of the whole of the Bible’s message, and prevents us from distorting 
the Bible’s message when we speak on it.

One theme by itself (such as ‘God’ or ‘humanity’) or even a collection of unconnected doctrines 
is not enough to do justice to the Big Picture of the Bible. However ‘the gospel’ allows us to 
summarise the Big Picture of the Bible, appropriately giving emphasis to key ideas, while not over-
emphasising other parts.

Start with a basic gospel summary. Consider the elements of your gospel summary, and take 
note of any light it sheds on your topic. You may find that it opens up new areas of investigation, 
or sets certain elements of your initial summary points in its proper gospel perspective.

Consider the elements of a gospel summary

Use a gospel summary you are already familiar with, or use this one:

 � The authority of God (creation)

 � The rebellion of humanity (sin)

 � The judgment of God (death)

 � The love of God (the cross)

 � The authority of Jesus  
(Jesus’ resurrection, reign and return)  

(see Appendix 5 for an example)

Questions I can ask myself at this stage of my preparation are:

 � How does creation bear on my topic?

 � Does the Bible’s teaching on sin shed  
extra light on my topic?

 � In what way does God’s judgment  
relate to my topic?

 � What does the cross and resurrection  
mean for my topic?

 � How does Jesus’ current reign and coming  
judgment impact my topic? 

�  How does the new creation impact my topic

After considering each of these gospel elements, is there anything 
I should add as I step back and consider the gospel as a whole?

Are there more passages I need to consider in light of this gospel 
framework?
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Stage 3: The Gospel (Context)

Work through these questions for the topic of social justice.

Creation

Sin

Death

The Cross and Resurrection

4/5

Jesus’ reign and judgment

The New Creation

Is there anything I should add as I step back and consider the 
gospel as a whole?

Are there more passages I need to consider in light of this gospel 
framework?

See Appendix 6 for a summary of the process so far.

SESSION 2   STRAND 3
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SUMMARY BOX: SESSION 2
 � The Strand 3 model…

 � Things I’ve learned today …

 � Questions I still have …

Stage 4: Summary points

What are some summary points from the passages you have looked at? 

My answer to what the Bible says about social justice is: 

At this stage we can check that we haven’t gone astray by seeing if our summary points fit with the 
big picture of the Bible. Do our summary points deny or distort the gospel in some way? If so, make 
sure you go back a step and re-work them until they fit.

STAGE 4: SUMMARY POINTS
You are now at the point where you can develop an answer! 
You’ve done the hard work, seeing what the Bible says as a 
whole by reading passages within the gospel context. And 
you’ve developed your understanding as you’ve gone along. 
Now you need to write this in the form of an answer or 
summary points.

This will most likely be a series of points and not just one 
simple sentence (unlike your Big Idea which is one point 
that will come out of one of these points).

5/5
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SESSION 3   STRAND 3

WELCOME, PRAY & RECAP 

GOING AROUND AND AROUND…
You will find that after doing Stage 2 (individual passages) 
and particularly Stage 3 (gospel) you will have some pretty 
good summary points.

Notice that the model is shaped as a circle. This is 
important to observe because the process of thinking 
theologically is a recursive one. This means that as we go 
through the process, we may have to revisit previous steps 
several times.

After we have completed the three stages, new avenues 
of thought may be triggered and new verses come to light. 
Therefore, we need to examine the content of these new 
verses, which moves us back to Stage 2. Then, once again, 
we need to consider this new information in light of the 
gospel (Stage 3). Finally, as before, we may end up with 
more new passages coming to light, driving us back to 
Stage 2 once again. And the process keeps continuing.

However, this whole process is not just going around and 
around in circles, like a spiral or a funnel! The process 
is more like a spiral than a circle. Each time we do this 
process we move closer and closer to our goal. We are able 
to refine our answer and tighten it. Scripture works on us 
to shape our thinking, sharpening it to be more in line with 
what the Bible says.

Therefore, you will find that as you recursively go through 
the process, you get closer and closer to very sound, gospel-
shaped summary points for your topic.

Did your group come up with other passages after 
considering the gospel on Page 4 of Session 2? How did that 
shape / nuance your group’s initial statement?

SESSION 3 

(See Appendix 7 for a larger version of the funnel)

BRAINSTORM BIBLE PASSAGES

STUDY PASSAGES IN CONTEXTUSE THE GOSPEL AS AN 
UNDERGIRDING FRAMEWORK

BIG IDEA

IMPLICATIONS

PACKAGING

SUMMARY POINTS
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STAGE 5: THE BIG IDEA
We’ve now not only formed an answer to our topic by 
coming up with summary points, but we’ve checked these 
against the wider biblical system. But you may be asking, 
‘what about the Big Idea?’

In Strands 1 and 2 this was the goal of all your hard work 
understanding a passage. You came up with the Big Idea 
for the passage, which then directed you in teaching 
that passage.

In Strand 3 we’ve come up with some summary points 
as the culmination of our hard work. As our example of 
social justice has shown, there is not just one point, or 
one Big Idea – it is a collection of points that may include 
several connected ideas.

However, when it comes to teaching your topic to others, it 
will be important to have a Big Idea. This will focus on one 
of your summary points. If you were to do a short series of 
talks or Bible studies on your topic then perhaps each point 
could form a separate Big Idea for each talk/study.      

You can make sure your Big Idea is heading in the right 
direction with the Big Idea Checklist!

Stage 5: The Big Idea

Consider your particular audience and come up with a Big Idea for the topic of social justice

2/8
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Stage 6: Implications

Now let’s consider the implications of the Bible’s teaching about social justice.

1. How does Jesus or any of the apostles apply this concept in the New Testament?

2. Now that we are united with Christ, what are the implications for us?

3. How should my topic inform my beliefs? Do I need to change what I believe about God? 
Are there truths that I am encouraged to keep holding onto?

4. How should this topic affect my behaviour? Is there anything I need to repent of? How should it 
change my thoughts, words and actions?

5. What are the implications of this topic for those whom I will be teaching? What is my audience 
like? How should this topic inform their beliefs? How should this topic inform their behaviour?

6. Is there anything from the Application Toolbox in Appendix 8 I would like to include?

STAGE 6: IMPLICATIONS 
Now that we have done the hard work understanding 
what the Bible says about our topic, as well as checking 
this against the wider Biblical system, we can turn to the 
implications for what that means for life today.

As we do this it would be a good idea to keep in mind the 
passages you’ve already looked at, since some of these have 
directly addressed implications. 

Remember these questions from Strand 1 and 2 which 
we can ask to determine implications.

1. How does Jesus or any of the apostles apply this 
concept in the New Testament?

2. Now that we are united with Christ, what are the 
implications for us?

3. How should my topic inform my beliefs?

a) Do I need to change what I believe about God?

b) Are there truths that I am encouraged to keep 
holding onto?

4. How should this topic affect my behaviour?

a) Is there anything I need to repent of?

b) How should it change my thoughts, words and 
actions?

5. What are the implications of this topic for those 
whom I will be teaching?

a) What is my audience like? 

b) How should this topic inform their beliefs?

c) How should this topic inform their behaviour?

6. See Appendix 8 for the Application Toolbox. 

a) You learnt this in Strand 2 when trying to apply a 
passage. 

b) It will also help you with some ideas for exploring the 
implications for a topic or give you a neat framework 
in communicating the implication to your hearers.
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THE PLACE OF REASON, 
TRADITION AND EXPERIENCE
Consider our definition of Systematic Theology. What does 
it reveal about our source of authority?

Systematic Theology is the study of what the 
whole Bible says about a particular theme or 
topic in God’s plan of salvation.

Be aware that not everyone agrees that Scripture should be 
our authority! In doing theology, people have in fact turned 
to one of four main sources of authority.

4/8
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What is the danger of having another source of 
authority in place of Scripture?

Reason, Tradition and Experience can all seem persuasive 
– but Scripture alone is our authority. This is because these 
are God’s words about himself, and come to us with divine 
authority.

But should that mean that we have no use for Reason, 
Tradition and Experience?

Scripture Reason Tradition Experience

“Miracles simply can’t happen – we know that today.  
So that passage must mean something else.”

“This is how our church has always done things in the past.”

“I don’t fully understand it, but God’s word is pretty clear.”

“I know this is what the Bible says, but I have a strong  
feeling that God actually wants us to do something else.”

“John Calvin says it – it’s gotta be right.”

“I can’t understand how this passage could be true.  
It just doesn’t seem reasonable.”

“God said to me today that we should not take this passage 
so seriously.”

“My denomination has decided that baptism should  
be done like this.”

“Yes but my pastor says that …”

“I just feel God is wanting to accept Roman Catholics  
as fellow Christians.”

“I think the Bible is outdated on this. We shouldn’t  
be bound by this today”

“Tim Keller says it – it must be right.” 

5/8SESSION 3   STRAND 3
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 What part can Reason, Tradition and Experience play in helping us understand and submit to the truth of Scripture?

We have discovered a bunch of Bible passages - and we try to make sense of what they and the gospel as a whole 
have to say. We work through the logic of passages. We compare passages and look for developments. We try to 
understand how unexpected passages fit into the big picture.

This is an example of the redeemed use of _________________ .

It could be that when we reflect on Bible passages and think about the gospel, that we have 
missed something – and we don’t even know it. But when we refer to a book to see what others 
have said, this helps us see things in a way we hadn’t considered. When we talk with other 
leaders, they give us insights into what others have thought and done in the past. Could this be a 
faithful way of putting the data together?

This is an example of the redeemed use of _________________ .

 Notice how in each of these examples, our authority is Scripture.

Unexpectedly, we have a feeling or intuition that maybe we should think about our topic in 
this or that way. Or perhaps in a dream or some vision, we have some revelation! We take these 
impressions and test them against Scripture to see if they might be true.

This is an example of the redeemed use of _________________ .

6/8
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Consider the topic of social justice. How might you get access to what Christian thinkers in the past have said about this topic?

7/8

MAKING THE MOST OF OTHER 
AUTHORITIES
As we work on our summary points for our topic, it’s important to 
remember that our thinking process can be flawed. While we may do 
our very best to follow the model, we might still inadvertently skew our 
summary points.

But when we interact with what other believers have said, both in 
the past and in our own day, they can alert us to things we may have 
forgotten to add.

We do that by looking backwards, and by looking sideways.

Looking sideways

We interact with believers today by listening to our fellow leaders, our 
pastor, and other Christian voices. If we share our summary points with 
them, we may learn valuable things from their feedback. We may have 
been on the wrong track!

And yet again, as we interact with them, we have to remember that their 
voices are not our final authority. That will always be the Bible. Your 
friends may have lots of training and experience – but their opinions will 
always be secondary to the Word of God.

Looking backwards

We interact with Christians in the past by reading what other Christian 
thinkers before us have written. We can also consider the creeds and 
traditions passed on from earlier generations. These things might have 
valuable insights that we have not noticed! This discipline is called 
historical theology, and it allows us to learn from history, and hear the 
wisdom of previous generations.

As we interact with Christians from the past, we must always remember 
that they are not our authority. That will always be the Bible! The fact 
that a famous theologian said something in the past is interesting – but 
that will always be secondary to the Word of God.

Imagine you are part way through writing a Bible study or children’s 
programme on a topic like social justice. Who might you share your work 
with to get feedback?

As you look backwards and look sideways, all of these voices fit into the 
categories of authority called Reason, Tradition and Experience. These 
voices represent what the people of God have said about this topic. 
They do have a useful role in helping us to think about our topic. But 
remember that they are never our authority – only Scripture is.

Consider your work so far on social justice. Over the next day, seek to share your summary points with someone else.  
What light did it shed on Scripture?

SESSION 3   STRAND 3
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OVER TO YOU!!!
Tomorrow, we will look at packaging. But we trust that you have learnt a good model for approaching any topic and 
seeing what the Bible as a whole has to say. We hope you see that it’s much more than just pulling together a few random 
passages and basing an answer on that. The gospel is the key in forming the context by which each passage is read. 

But now it’s over to you. It’s time for you to choose your topic and begin working through the model you’ve learnt. Enjoy! 
(Refer to Appendix 9 for some ideas of topics you can choose. You can write your notes on Appendix 10)

SUMMARY BOX: SESSION 3
 � Things I’ve learned today …

 � Questions I still have …

8/8
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BREADTH AND DEPTH
When packaging your study or talk you want to convey both the breadth and the depth of the  
Bible’s teaching about your topic. You can do this by building two parts into your study.

1/2

SESSION 4

WELCOME, PRAY & RECAP

STAGE 7: PACKAGING A TOPICAL BIBLE STUDY / 
TALK / CHILDREN’S PROGRAM
In Strands 1 and 2 you learnt to ask a range of content, interpretation and implication questions all focused on 
one passage. You worked through the passage and asked questions in such a way that the Big Idea became clear 
(See Appendix 11 for notes on packaging that you did in Strand 2). But how would you go about preparing a study, 
talk or program on a topic of the Bible?

Discuss this as a group: How might you go about preparing a Bible study, talk or program on a topic?  
How will this be the same as a study on a specific passage? How will it be different?

SESSION 4   STRAND 3

THE CHALLENGE
Systematic Theology studies or talks are challenging to 
package because you are conveying a Big Idea based on a 
range of passages across the Bible.

Here are some common problems:

 � Lots of passages in a lot of depth 
Can be a very long study.

 � Only one passage in lots of depth  
Can mean people don’t see the Big Picture.

 � Lots of passages with little depth  
Can feel like just skimming the surface.

How can you help your group to understand how Scripture 
speaks about your topic in a way that is both engaging and 
faithful to all of Scripture?

Breadth 

Choose a representative group of passages which cover the range of points you need to make. 
Cover these passages relatively quickly.

In a Bible study you can move through many passages quickly through a number of techniques:

 � fill in the blank questions

 � multiple choice questions

 � short answer questions

 � connect passage to the correct answer

In a talk you can do this by reading out passages, or showing it to the group on the overhead.

You want the group to be able to do these quickly in order to get a feel for the breadth of the 
Bible’s teaching on this point. When leading the study, after surveying the Bible’s teaching, have 
the group reflect on the picture that builds up from the passages you have looked at.

Because the group won’t be able to spend a lot of time on the passage, you must be very 
responsible in your handling of the Bible. You could easily mislead your group by selectively 
choosing some passages and not others.
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PACKAGING YOUR TALK OR STUDY

Practical ideas for packaging

When we package a Bible Study or a talk, we tend to think of one 
method. For a Bible Study, this might be asking questions and waiting 
for a response, and for a talk, giving a monologue. 

However, it is helpful to use a variety of methods and forms of 
communication. Therefore, we need to think creatively and outside 
of our own preference! people learn in different ways (according to 
secular studies such as Howard Gardener and his theory of Multiple 
Intelligence). Below is a list of 7 common learning styles and how you 
might incorporate many methods into the packaging of your Bible Study 
or talk.

1. Audio – listening to a dramatic Bible reading

2. Visual – showing a picture of something in the passage/topic. 

3. Kinaesthetic methods – playing a game that illustrates the big idea. 

4. Logic and reason – helping people see the logic of the topic/Bible 
passages or saying how you would answer a non-Christian on this 
topic/passage.

5. Music, rhythm, rhyme -  coming up with a jingle of your big idea 
or the main implication for your kids/youth to learn. Or use 
alliteration for your summary points. 

6. Engaging with other people’s emotions– telling a story of a person 
wrestling with the topic/passage. (Note: we are not trying to 
manipulate people emotionally but to help them see an example of 
the point in real life). 

7. Self-awareness – have a reflection time at the end for people to 
think about one thing they learnt from the Bible study/talk they 
were challenged to do and to pray about it.

See the book  “7 Ways of Teaching the Bible to Children” by Barbara 
Bruce for more ideas. 

Now let’s look specifically at how you can help people learn in a Bible 
study and a talk.

Some different ways to learn in a Bible Study:
• Writing lists on butchers’ paper
• Drawing a picture of what the passage is talking about
• Drawing a diagram
• Using a whiteboard
• Making the scene using Lego
• Acting out the scene
• Using a map/draw a map
• Fill in the table (e.g. positives and negatives, similarities and 

differences, the people and their character...etc.)

Some ideas to help people engage and learn in a talk:
• Show a diagram if it will help explain how the concepts in a passage 

relate. 
• Show a picture of an unfamiliar thing that the passage might be 

talking about
• Ask your hearers to discuss a question with the person next to them 

for 30 seconds
• Ask your audience to repeat the big idea after you at some point 

during the talk, such as the beginning or at the end, or after a key 
phrase.

Stuck? The TRICK to good packaging...

• True - is what I’m saying true and biblically faithful?

• Real - am I being personal, practical and relevant?

• Inspiring - am I sharing good news, or laying on guilt? Engaging 
emotions or just informing the mind? 

• Clear - are my questions or points simple and easy to follow?

• Kid-friendly - am I using age-appropriate words, concepts, questions 
and illustrations? Is my application relevant to them? 

Depth 

Choose one passage that you will spend more time on. Preferably this will be a slightly longer passage that allows the 
group to explore how this topic fits in with the bigger picture.

Having surveyed the breadth of the Bible’s teaching in the previous section, you now want your group to slow down and 
reflect on the contribution of this passage to the topic.

In a Bible study you will want to have questions that move from observation to reflection.

By combining both approaches in a Bible study or talk, you can convey both the breadth and the depth of the Bible’s 
teaching on your topic.

See Appendix 12 for sample studies
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SESSION 5

PRESENTING YOUR TOPIC
You may find it helpful to use the following outline to present your topic.  
Or you can use the last page of Appendix 10 for a more detailed outline.

Topic

Audience:

Big Idea:

Summary Points:

What passages will I use for my “Breadth” questions?

What passages will I use for my “depth” questions?

How does the Gospel affect this topic? (You may choose to include this in the Breadth or Depth questions).

Implications:

SESSION 5   STRAND 3 1/2
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FEEDBACK I WAS GIVEN
Things that were good:

Things I can do to make it better:

FEEDBACK FOR OTHERS
Helpful Feedback I can give to others:

Congratulations for completing Strand 3!!! Well done!!! Now you can use this model to teach topics to kids and 
youth in your church. May God use you for his glory and for the building up of those you teach in their faith.

2/2
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APPENDIX 1
RECAP OF STRAND 2

OVERVIEW OF THE WHOLE BIBLE: 
GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION POINTING TO CHRIST
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APPENDIX 1 CONT.
OLD TESTAMENT TIMELINE
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APPENDIX 2
DOMAINS OF THEOLOGY
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APPENDIX 3
CONCORDANCE WORD SEARCHES

POOR, POVERTY, 
IMPOVERISH
Gen. 41:19; 

Exod. 23:3; 30:15; 

Lev. 14:21; 19:15; 

Jdg. 6:15; 

Ruth 3:10; 

1 Sam. 2:8; 18:23; 

2 Sam. 3:1; 12:1, 3f; 13:4; 

Job 5:16; 20:10, 19; 31:16; 34:19, 28; 

Ps. 34:11; 41:2; 72:13; 82:3f; 113:7; 141:3; Prov. 10:15; 
14:31; 19:4, 17; 21:13; 22:9, 16, 22; 28:3, 8, 11, 15; 
29:7, 14; 

Prov. 6:11; 10:4; 10:15; 13:7f, 18, 23; 14:20; 17:5; 
18:23; 19:1, 7, 22; 22:2, 7; 24:34; 28:3, 6, 19, 27; 
29:13; 30:8; 31:7 

Eccl. 4:14; 5:7 

Isa. 10:2; 11:4; 14:30; 25:4; 26:6; 

Jer. 5:4; 39:10; 

Amos 2:7; 4:1; 5:11; 8:6; 

Zeph. 3:12 

Matt. 5:3; 11:5; 19:21; 26:9, 11; 

Mk. 10:21; 12:42f; 14:5, 7; 

Lk. 4:18; 6:20; 7:22; 14:13, 21; 16:20, 22; 18:22; 19:8; 
21:3; 

Jn. 12:5f, 8; 13:29; 

Rom. 15:26; 

2 Co. 6:10; 8:2, 9; 

Gal. 2:10; 4:9; 

Jas. 2:2f, 5f; 

Rev. 2:9; 3:17; 13:16

WEALTH  
Gen. 26:13; 31:1, 16; 34:29; 

Deut. 8:17f; 

Jos. 22:8; 

1 Sam. 2:7; 17:25; 

1 Ki. 3:11; 10:7; 

1 Chr. 29:12, 28; 

2 Chr. 1:11f; 17:5; 18:1; 

Est. 1:4; 5:11; 

Job 5:5; 6:22; 15:29; 20:10; 22:20; 31:25; 36:19; Ps. 
17:14; 37:16; 39:6, 11; 45:12; 49:6, 10; 52:7; 73:12; 
112:3; 

Prov. 3:9; 5:10; 6:31; 8:18, 21; 10:4, 15, 22; 11:4, 16; 
13:7, 22; 14:24; 15:16; 18:11; 19:4, 14; 22:4, 16; 28:8; 
29:3; 

Eccl. 2:26; 4:8; 5:10, 13f, 19; 6:2; 9:11; 

SoS 8:7; 

Isa. 8:4; 10:14; 15:7; 60:5, 11; 61:6; 66:12; 

Jer. 15:13; 17:3; 20:5; 48:36; 

Ezek. 7:11; 16:36; 26:12; 27:12, 18, 27, 33; 28:4f; 
29:19; 30:4; 

Dan. 11:2, 24, 28; 

Hos. 12:8; 

Obad. 1:11, 13; 

Mic. 4:13; 

Nah. 2:9; 

Zeph. 1:13; 

Zech. 14:14; 

Matt. 13:22; 19:22; 

Mk. 4:19; 10:22; 12:44; 

Lk. 15:13; 16:9, 11; 18:23; 21:4; 

1 Tim. 6:17; 

Jas. 5:2f; 

Rev. 3:17; 5:12; 18:15, 17, 19 

RICH, RICHES
Gen. 14:23; 26:13; 27:28, 39; 37:3, 23; 49:20; 

Exod. 30:15; 

Lev. 25:47; 

Deut. 15:4; 

Ruth 2:12; 3:10; 

2 Sam. 12:1f, 4; 13:18; 

1 Ki. 3:13; 10:23; 

1 Chr. 4:40; 

2 Chr. 1:11f; 9:22; 32:27, 29; 

Job 15:29; 20:15; 21:24; 34:19; 36:18; 

Ps. 21:3; 22:29; 49:2, 6, 12, 16, 20; 62:10; 63:5; 76:4; 
112:3; 119:14; 145:8; 

Prov. 3:16; 8:18; 10:15; 11:28; 13:7f; 14:20; 18:11, 23; 
21:17; 22:1f, 7, 16; 23:4f; 24:25; 27:24; 28:6, 11, 20, 
22; 30:8; 

Eccl. 5:12; 10:6, 20; 

Isa. 5:17; 10:3; 25:6; 30:6, 23; 33:6; 45:3; 53:9; 55:2; 
60:5; 61:6; Jer. 2:7; 5:27; 9:23; 17:11; 48:7; 49:4, 19; 
50:44; 51:13; 

Ezek. 34:14; 38:12; 

Dan. 11:2, 24, 43; 

Hos. 12:8; 

Joel 2:22; 

Mic. 2:8; 6:12; 

Zech. 3:4; 11:3, 5; 

Matt. 19:23f; 27:57; 

Mk. 10:23, 25; 12:41; 

Lk. 1:53; 6:24; 8:14; 12:16, 21; 14:12; 16:1, 11, 19, 21f; 
18:24f; 21:1; 

Rom. 2:4; 9:23; 10:12; 11:12, 33; 

1 Co. 4:8; 

2 Co. 6:10; 8:2, 9; 9:11; 

Eph. 1:7, 18; 2:4, 7; 3:8, 16; 

Phil. 4:19; Col. 1:27; 2:2; 3:16; 

1 Tim. 6:9, 17f; 

Heb. 10:35; 

Jas. 1:10f; 2:5f; 5:1; 

2 Pet. 1:11; 

Rev. 2:9; 3:17f; 6:15; 13:16; 18:3, 14, 19

ORPHAN, FATHERLESS 
Exod. 22:22, 24; 

Deut. 10:18; 14:29; 16:11, 14; 24:17, 19ff; 26:12f; 
27:19; 

Job 24:9; 29:12; 31:17, 21; 

Ps. 10:14, 18; 68:5; 82:3; 109:9, 12; 146:9;

Prov. 23:10; 

Isa. 1:17, 23; 

Jer. 5:28; 7:6; 22:3; 

Ezek. 22:7

Hos. 14:3; 

Zech. 7:10; 

Mal. 3:5
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APPENDIX 3 CONT.
CONCORDANCE WORD SEARCHES

OPPRESS/ED  
Gen. 15:13; 

Exod. 3:9; 22:21; 23:9; 

Lev. 19:13; 

Deut. 24:14; 26:7; 28:29, 33, 53, 55, 57; 

Jdg. 2:18; 4:3; 6:9; 10:12; 

1 Sam. 1:15; 10:18; 12:3f; 

2 Ki. 13:4, 22; 

1 Chr. 16:21; 

2 Chr. 16:10; 

Neh. 9:27; 

Job 5:4; 10:3; 20:19; 35:9; 36:15; 

Ps. 9:9; 10:7, 18; 42:9; 43:2; 44:24; 55:11; 56:1; 
62:10; 66:11; 72:4, 14; 73:8; 74:21; 103:6; 105:14; 
106:42; 107:39; 119:121f, 134; 146:7; 

Prov. 14:31; 22:16; 28:3, 16; 29:13; 

Eccl. 4:1; 5:8; 7:7; 

Isa. 3:5, 12; 9:4; 14:2, 4; 16:4; 18:2, 7; 19:20; 30:12, 
20; 38:14; 49:26; 51:13; 52:4; 53:7f; 54:14; 58:6; 
59:13; 

Jer. 6:6; 7:6; 21:12; 22:3, 17; 25:38; 30:20; 46:16; 
50:16, 33; 

Lam. 3:59; 

Ezek. 18:7, 12, 16; 22:7, 12, 29; 45:8; 

Dan. 11:20; 

Hos. 5:11; 12:7; 

Amos 3:9; 4:1; 

Hab. 3:14; 

Zeph. 3:19; 

Zech. 7:10; 9:8; 

Mal. 3:5; 

Lk. 4:18; 

Acts 7:24, 34; 10:38; 

Jas. 2:6; 

2 Pet. 2:7

HUNGRY, HUNGER
Exod. 16:3; 

Deut. 8:3; 28:48;

1 Sam. 2:5; 

2 Sam. 17:29;  

2 Ki. 7:12; 

2 Chr. 32:11; 

Neh. 9:15; 

Job 5:5; 22:7; 24:10; 

Ps. 34:10; 50:12; 107:5, 9, 36; 146:7; 

Prov. 6:30; 10:3; 16:26; 19:15; 25:21; 

Isa. 8:21; 9:20; 29:8; 32:6; 44:12; 49:10; 58:7, 10; 
65:13; 

Jer. 42:14; 

Lam. 2:19; 4:9; 

Ezek. 18:7, 16; 

Matt. 4:2; 5:6; 12:1, 3; 15:32; 21:18; 25:35, 37, 42, 
44; 

Mk. 2:25; 8:3; 11:12; 

Lk. 1:53; 4:2; 6:3, 21, 25; 15:17;

Jn. 6:35; 

Acts 10:10; 

Rom. 12:20; 

1 Co. 4:11; 11:21, 34; 

2 Co. 6:5; 11:27; 

Phil. 4:12 

Rev. 7:16

WIDOW 
Gen. 38:11, 14, 19; 

Exod. 22:22, 24; 

Lev. 21:14; 22:13; 

Num. 30:9; 

Deut. 10:18; 14:29; 16:11, 14; 24:17, 19ff; 26:12f; 
27:19; 

Ruth 4:5, 10; 

1 Sam. 27:3; 30:5; 

2 Sam. 2:2; 3:3; 12:15; 14:5; 20:3; 

1 Ki. 7:14; 11:26; 17:9f, 20; 

Job 22:9; 24:3, 21; 27:15; 29:13; 31:16; 

Ps. 68:5; 78:64; 94:6; 109:9; 146:9; 

Prov. 15:25; 

Isa. 1:17, 23; 9:17; 10:2; 47:8f; 54:4; 

Jer. 7:6; 15:8; 18:21; 22:3; 49:11; 

Lam. 1:1; 5:3; 

Ezek. 22:7, 25; 44:22; 

Zech. 7:10; 

Mal. 3:5; 

Matt. 23:14; 

Mk. 12:40, 42f; 

Lk. 2:37; 4:25f; 7:12; 18:3, 5; 20:47; 21:2f; 

Acts 6:1; 9:39, 41; 

1 Co. 7:8; 

1 Tim. 5:3ff, 9, 11, 14, 16; 

Jas. 1:27; 

Rev. 18:7

RIGHTEOUS, 
RIGHTEOUSNESS (OT)
Gen. 6:9; 7:1; 15:6; 18:19, 23ff, 28; 38:26; 

Exod. 9:27; 23:7; 

Deut. 1:16; 4:8; 6:25; 9:4ff; 16:18f; 24:13; 25:1; 32:4; 
33:19; 

Jdg. 5:11; 

1 Sam. 12:7; 24:17; 26:23; 

2 Sam. 4:11; 8:15; 22:21, 25; 23:3; 1 Ki. 2:32; 3:6; 
8:32; 10:9; 

1 Chr. 18:14; 

2 Chr. 6:23; 9:8; 12:6; 

Ezr. 9:15; 

Neh. 9:8; 

Job 6:29; 8:6; 9:20; 10:15; 15:14; 17:9; 22:3, 19; 27:6; 
29:14; 32:1; 33:26; 34:5, 17; 35:2, 7f; 36:3, 7; 37:23; 

Ps. 1:5f; 4:1, 5; 5:8, 12; 7:8f, 11, 17; 9:4, 8; 11:3, 5, 7; 
14:5; 15:2; 17:15; 18:20, 24; 19:9; 22:31; 23:3; 24:5; 
31:1, 18; 32:11; 33:1, 5; 34:15, 17, 19, 21; 35:24, 28; 
36:6, 10; 37:6, 12, 16f, 21, 25, 29f, 32, 39; 40:9f; 
45:4, 7; 48:10; 50:6; 51:14, 19; 52:6; 55:22; 58:1, 10f; 
64:10; 65:5; 68:3; 69:27f; 71:2, 15f, 19, 24; 72:1ff, 7; 
75:10; 85:10f, 13; 88:12; 89:14, 16; 92:12; 94:15, 21; 
96:13; 97:2, 6, 11f; 98:2, 9; 99:4; 103:6, 17; 106:3, 31; 
111:3; 112:3f, 6, 9; 116:5; 118:15, 19f; 119:7, 40, 62, 75, 
106, 121, 123, 137f, 142, 144, 160, 164, 172; 125:3; 
129:4; 132:9; 140:13; 141:5; 142:7; 143:1f, 11; 145:7, 
17; 146:8; 

Prov. 1:3; 2:9, 20; 3:33; 4:18; 8:8, 18, 20; 9:9; 10:2f, 
6f, 11, 16, 20f, 24f, 28, 30ff; 11:4ff, 8ff, 18f, 21, 23, 
28, 30f; 12:3, 5, 7, 10, 12f, 21, 26, 28; 13:5f, 9, 21f, 
25; 14:19, 32, 34; 15:6, 9, 28f; 16:8, 12f, 31; 17:15, 
26; 18:5, 10; 20:7, 28; 21:3, 12, 15, 18, 21, 26; 23:24; 
24:15f, 24; 25:5, 26; 28:1, 12, 28; 29:2, 6f, 16, 27; 
31:9; 
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APPENDIX 3 CONT.
CONCORDANCE WORD SEARCHES

Eccl. 3:16f; 5:8; 7:15f, 20; 8:14; 9:1f; 

Isa. 1:21, 26f; 3:10; 5:7, 16; 9:7; 10:22; 11:4f; 16:5; 
24:16; 26:2, 7, 9f; 28:17; 32:1, 16f; 33:5, 15; 41:2, 10; 
42:6, 21; 45:8, 13, 19, 21, 23f; 46:12f; 48:1, 18; 51:1, 
5ff; 53:11; 54:14; 56:1; 57:1, 12; 58:2, 8; 59:4, 9, 14, 
16f; 60:17, 21; 61:3, 10f; 62:1f; 63:1; 64:5f; 

Jer. 3:11; 4:2; 9:24; 11:20; 12:1; 20:12; 22:3, 13, 15; 
23:5f; 31:23; 33:15f; 50:7; 

Lam. 1:18; 4:13; 

Ezek. 3:20f; 13:22; 14:14, 20; 16:51f; 18:5, 9, 19ff, 
24, 26f; 21:3f; 23:45; 33:12ff, 16, 18f; 45:9; 

Dan. 4:27; 9:7, 14, 16, 24; 12:3; 

Hos. 2:19; 10:12; 14:9; 

Amos 2:6; 5:7, 12, 24; 6:12; 

Mic. 6:5; 7:9; 

Hab. 1:4, 13; 2:4; 

Zeph. 2:3; 3:5; 

Zech. 8:8; 

Mal. 3:3, 18; 4:2; 

RIGHTEOUS, 
RIGHTEOUSNESS (NT) 
Matt. 1:19; 3:15; 5:6, 10, 20, 45; 6:1, 33; 9:13; 10:41; 
13:17, 43, 49; 21:32; 23:28f, 35; 25:37, 46; 27:19; 

Mk. 2:17; 6:20; 

Lk. 1:6, 17, 75; 2:25; 5:32; 14:14; 15:7; 18:9; 20:20; 
23:50; 

Jn. 7:24; 16:8, 10; 17:25; 

Acts 3:14; 7:52; 10:22; 13:10; 17:31; 22:14; 24:15, 25; 

Rom. 1:17; 2:5; 3:5, 10, 21f, 25f; 4:3, 5f, 9, 11, 13, 22; 
5:7, 17ff, 21; 6:13, 16, 18ff; 7:12; 8:10; 9:30f; 10:3ff, 
10; 14:17; 

1 Co. 1:30; 

2 Co. 3:9; 5:21; 6:7, 14; 9:9f; 11:15; 

Gal. 2:21; 3:6, 11, 21; 5:5; 

Eph. 4:24; 5:9; 6:14; 

Phil. 1:11; 3:6, 9; 

2 Thess. 1:5; 

1 Tim. 1:9; 6:11; 

2 Tim. 2:22; 3:16; 4:8; 

Tit. 2:12; 3:5; 

Heb. 1:8f; 5:13; 7:2; 10:38; 11:4, 7, 33; 12:11, 23; 

Jas. 1:20; 2:23; 3:18; 5:6, 16; 

1 Pet. 2:23f; 3:12, 14; 4:18; 

2 Pet. 1:1; 2:5, 7f, 21; 3:13; 

1 Jn. 1:9; 2:1, 29; 3:7, 10, 12; 

Rev. 15:3f; 16:5, 7; 19:2, 8, 11; 22:11

JUSTICE 
Gen. 18:19; 

Exod. 23:2, 6; 

Deut. 10:18; 16:19f; 24:17; 27:19; 32:41; 33:21; 

1 Sam. 8:3; 2 Sam. 8:15; 15:4; 

1 Ki. 3:11, 28; 10:9; 

1 Chr. 18:14; 2 Chr. 9:8; 

Est. 1:13; 

Job 8:3; 9:19; 19:7; 29:14; 32:9; 34:12, 17; 35:2; 
36:6, 17; 37:23; Ps. 25:9; 33:5; 37:28, 30; 72:2; 82:3; 
89:14; 97:2; 99:4; 101:1; 106:3; 111:7; 119:121; 140:12; 
146:7; 

Prov. 1:3; 2:8f; 8:15, 20; 17:23; 19:28; 20:8; 21:3, 7, 
15; 28:5; 29:4, 26; 

Eccl. 3:16; 5:8; 

Isa. 1:17, 21, 27; 5:7; 9:7; 10:2; 16:5; 28:6, 17; 30:18; 
32:16; 33:5; 40:14, 27; 42:1, 3f; 49:4; 51:4; 56:1; 
59:8f, 11, 14f; 61:8; 

Jer. 4:2; 5:1; 7:5; 9:24; 10:24; 12:1; 21:12; 22:3, 13, 15; 
23:5; 33:15; 

Lam. 3:35; 

Ezek. 18:5, 8, 19, 21, 27; 22:29; 33:14, 16, 19; 45:9; 

Hos. 2:19; 12:6; 

Amos 5:7, 15, 24; 6:12; 

Mic. 3:1, 8f; 6:8; 7:9; 

Hab. 1:4, 7; 

Zeph. 3:5; 

Zech. 7:9; 

Mal. 2:17; 

Matt. 12:18, 20; 23:23; 

Lk. 7:29; 11:42; 18:7f; 

Acts 28:4; 

Col. 4:1
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APPENDIX 4
SOME PASSAGES THROUGHOUT SCRIPTURE 
FROM EACH ERA RELATED TO SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Gen 2:10-15 

Ex 1:11-14 

Ex 3:7-10  

Deut 24:17-22 

1 Kings 4:20-25

Isaiah 10:1-2 

Amos 4:1-2

Mark 1:32-2:12 

Matt 25:31-46 see also Matt 12:48-50 

Acts 2:44-47; 4:32-37 

Gal 6:10 

1 Tim 6:17-18 

James 1:27 ch 2 note v15 

Rev 21:18-26

1. Revelation – how do we know God? 
1.1. Verbal-historical self-revelation by the Triune God 
1.2. General revelation: God reveals himself to all his 

image-bearers  
1.2.1. Creation  
1.2.2. Conscience  
1.2.3. Community  

1.3. Special revelation: God savingly reveals himself  
to his elect.  

1.3.1. Jesus  
1.3.2. The Bible 

2. The God we know 
2.1. The Holy Trinity 
2.2. Incommunicable attributes 
2.3. Communicable attributes 

3. Creation – ourselves and our world in light of God 
3.1. Out of nothing – God and creation distinct. 
3.2. Originally good 
3.3. Fallen 
3.4. Humanity in God’s image – representative rule 

4. Jesus Christ, the mediator between God and humanity 
4.1. Christ’s person 

4.1.1. Fully God  
4.1.2. Fully human – the unique sinless one 4.2. 

Christ’s work  
4.2.1. His ministry  
4.2.2. His atoning death  
4.2.3. His victorious resurrection  
4.2.4. His ascension and heavenly rule  
4.2.5. His return in glory 

5. Salvation – life in relationship with God 
5.1. Union with Christ and the “order of salvation” 
5.2. Election & predestination 
5.3. Effectual calling 
5.4. Faith and justification 
5.5. Sanctification and Godliness 
5.6. Perseverance 
5.7. Death, resurrection, individual judgment, and final glory. 

6. The church – the people of God 
6.1. Individuality and community 
6.2. Worship 
6.3. The sacraments 
6.4. Mission 
6.5. Leadership 

7. Eschatology – the future end-goal of everything 
7.1. Creation to new creation – the consummation of all things 
7.2. The fullness of the kingdom of God and his Christ 
7.3. Final judgment and the vindication of the saints 
7.4. Heaven and hell 

APPENDIX 5
A REFORMED OUTLINE OF MAJOR
BIBLICAL DOCTRINES
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1. BRAINSTORM: 

Do a word searches on relevant words: poor, poverty, widow, orphan, oppress, rich, riches, wealth, justice, righteousness… etc.  

a. Get intimidated by the number of results.

2. INDIVIDUAL PASSAGES 

Use a Biblical-Theological outline of the epochs of salvation history to identify key passages for further investigation.  

3. CHECK THE ABOVE AGAINST A GOSPEL OUTLINE.

a. Realise that the above leaves out Jesus’ cross and resurrection.

b. Cross: Rom 3:21-26: Jesus invisible, supernatural act of taking our sins upon himself makes us right with God.

c. Resurrection: 1 Pet 1:3-4: Christ’s resurrection gives us a sure hope of an imperishable inheritance in heaven.

Creation Gen 2:10-15 Eden is a fertile, productive place with many 
resources. 

Sin Ex 1:11-14 The Egyptians enslaved the Israelites and worked 
them ruthlessly. 

Redemption Ex 3:7-10 The LORD comes to rescue the Israelites from 
oppression and take them to a good land. 

Promised land: 
Law

Deut 24:17-22 God’s people in God’s place are to demonstrate 
God’s character by caring for the weak. 

Promised land: 
Solomon 

1 Kings 4:20-25 Under Solomon, God’s people in God’s place are 
wealthy and happy. 

Promised land: 
Decline

Is 10:1-2 

Amos 4:1-2

The people oppress & exploit those who are weak, 
thereby contradicting God’s character.  Result: 
kicked out of the land (exile).  

Jesus Mark 1:32-2:12 Jesus’ physical, visible miracles point to 
the invisible, supernatural miracle of divine 
forgiveness. 

Jesus Matt 25:31-46? 
But see Matt 12:48-50

The parable of the sheep & the goats 
demonstrates we need to care for Christians.  It 
does not require us to engage in general secular 
charity. 

The church Acts 2:44-47; 4:32-37; 

Gal 6:10; 1 Tim 6:17-18

James 1:27; ch 2 note v15 

The church is to demonstrate God’s character by 
being generous and caring for the weak & needy. 

The new creation Rev 21:18-26 New Jerusalem glory. 

APPENDIX 6
SOCIAL JUSTICE SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY PROCESS OF STAGES 1,2 & 3
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APPENDIX 7
SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY FUNNEL

BRAINSTORM BIBLE PASSAGES

STUDY PASSAGES 
IN CONTEXT

USE THE GOSPEL AS 
 AN UNDERGIRDING  

FRAMEWORK

BIG IDEA

IMPLICATIONS

PACKAGING

SUMMARY POINTS
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APPLICATION TOOLBOX 
 

 

Head = 
Belief/Values 

Heart = 
Emotion/Attitude 

Hand = 
Action/Behaviour 

Impossible 

Possible 

Necessary 

God 

Us 

World 

Is there… 
 
S = Sins to confess 
P = Promise to claim 
A = Attitude to change 
C = Command to obey 
E = Example to follow 
P = Prayer to pray 
E = Error to avoid 
T = Truth to believe 
S = Something to thank God for 
 

Sins: pride, lust, greed Emotions: loneliness, grief, 
depression 

Circumstances: single, 
married, divorced, 
unemployed, sick 

What does this passage say to people who struggle with: 

Faith: Doubt, nominal, 
persecuted, weary, atheist 

If this wasn’t true how would it 
affect me/the world/life? 
 
What difference does it make if 
this passage was not in the Bible? 
 
What false thoughts, emotions, 
behaviour arise when I forget 
this truth? 

How does this passage 
shape the way I view the: 

APPENDIX 8
APPLICATION TOOLBOX: SOME IDEAS FOR EXPLORING APPLICATION

STRAND 3 32© KATOOMBA CHRISTIAN CONVENTION



APPENDIX 9
OPTIONAL TOPIC CHOICES

Creation

What do we make of this world we live in? Is it all one big 
accident and the survival of the fittest or is there meaning 
and purpose? What does the Bible say about creation?

Homosexuality

The media constantly ridicules evangelical Christians for 
their attitudes towards homosexuality. It is easy to start to 
wonder whether we are simply holding a position for the 
sake of it. Are we right? What stance does the Bible take 
regarding same sex relationships? 

Money

Can a Christian be wealthy, live in a comfortable house in 
an affluent suburb? Is a poor Christian a better Christian 
than one who is well off? What does the Bible say about 
money? 

Suffering

We don’t have to look too far to know there is suffering in 
the world. But why? And if God is good and all loving and 
powerful, why doesn’t he do something about it? These 
questions continue to be asked by people. Do you have an 
answer? What would you say to them? What does the Bible 
say about why there is suffering in this world?

The Holy Spirit

Jesus promised his disciples that he would give them 
another Counsellor to be with them forever, the Spirit of 
truth (John 14:16). What does the Bible teach us about the 
person and work of the Holy Spirit? 

Alcohol

The issue of drinking has come up in the uni group – people 
are being invited to parties where alcohol is available. And 
you can tell from Facebook that there is a huge temptation 
to get plastered… How should Christians make use of 
alcohol? Do we avoid it completely? Is what I do with my 
mates a private matter? What about binge drinking, or 
getting drunk? And why does God make the things of this 
world, anyway?

Work

Some people in your fellowship group will be starting work 
soon. You can already tell that some of them are going to 
be workaholics – and others already hate the idea of work 
intruding into their life. Still others are thinking about full 
time ministry. Why should we work? How should we work? 
And how does work fit into God’s big picture for the world?

Sins of the tongue

Some of the youth swear a lot - though when asked about 
it, they say that they just can’t help it. You’ve done Strand 3 
at NextGen, so the other leaders want you to write a study 
on the sins of the tongue. What other sins of the tongue are 
there? What does the Bible say about the Christian use of 
the tongue? What capacity do we have to change? And how 
serious is it, really?
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Use these pages to prepare a draft of your answer to your topic. 
Pray for God’s help at every point of your preparations.

My topic is:

STAGE 1: BRAINSTORM
1. What do I know about my topic?

2. What key words are related to my topic?

3. What key verses/passages am I aware of that are relevant to my topic?

4. What questions do I have about my topic?

5. How can I use Bible resources (e.g. concordance, Bible software) to find 
and list any other relevant verses/passages?

APPENDIX 10
PREPARING A SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY
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STAGE 3: THE GOSPEL 
(CONTEXT)
How does creation bear on my topic?

Does the Bible’s teaching on sin shed extra light on my topic?

In what way does God’s judgment relate to my topic?

What does the cross mean for my topic?

How does Jesus’ resurrection, reign and return  impact on my topic?

How does the new creation impact my topic?

After considering each of these gospel elements, is there anything I 
should add  
as I step back and consider the gospel as a whole?

Are there more passages I need to consider in light of this gospel 
framework?

Developing your statement

Based on this further work what can I now say about my topic?

STAGE 2: INDIVIDUAL PASSAGES 
(CONTENT)
Look up your passages and see what they say about this topic.

(If there are many, look up a few passages in each era/epoch of the 
Bible. See Appendix 1 to remind you of the eras)

Start to develop your statement

Based on my work so far what can I say about my topic?

APPENDIX 10 CONT.
PREPARING A SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY
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STAGE 4: SUMMARY POINTS 
My statements of what the Bible says on the topic is:

STAGE 5: BIG IDEA
An appropriate Big Idea for my audience is:

APPENDIX 10 CONT.
PREPARING A SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY

STAGE 6: IMPLICATIONS
How does Jesus or any of the apostles apply this concept in the New 
Testament?

Now that we are united with Christ, what are the implications for us?

How should my topic inform my beliefs? Do I need to change what 
I believe about God? Are there truths that I am encouraged to keep 
holding onto?

How should this topic affect my behaviour? Is there anything I need to 
repent of? How should it change my thoughts, words and actions?

What are the implications of this topic for those whom I will be 
teaching? What is my audience like?  
How should this topic inform their beliefs? How should this topic inform 
their behaviour?
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APPENDIX 10 CONT.
PREPARING A SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY

STAGE 7: PACKAGING
Thinking about “Breadth” and “Depth” as well as creativity

What passages will I use for my “Breadth” questions? 

What passages will I use for my “depth” questions? 

How will I be creative and help people learn using some of these learning styles? (Just choose some) 

1. Audio

2. Visual 

3. Kinaesthetic methods

4. Logic and reason

5. Music, rhythm, rhyme

6. Engaging with other people’s emotions

7. Self-awareness
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STAGE 7: PACKAGING CONT.
Putting Everything Together for a Bible Study

Who am I teaching this to? 

How long do I have? 

What’s my Big Idea? 

What’s my Introductory Question?

What passages will I use for my “Breadth” questions? (If you have time, think of your questions or how you will format it. 
E.g. Multiple choice, or match the phrase with the passage. Or think about being creative. E.g audio, kinaesthetic methods, 
logic, music).

What passages will I use for my “depth” questions? (If you have time, think of your questions. Also think about how you can 
be creative. E.g. audio, visual, rhythm, rhyme).

How does the Gospel affect this topic? (You may choose to include this in the Breadth or Depth questions).

What are the implications on ……(e.g. on head, heart and hands? On relationships with yourself/self-awareness/emotions, 
family and school?).

APPENDIX 10 CONT.
PREPARING A SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY
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APPENDIX 11
EXAMPLE OF A SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY BIBLE STUDY USING BREADTH AND DEPTH QUESTIONS

PACKAGING YOUR TALK OR STUDY
Finally, after all our hard work with the passage, we get to actually 
write a Bible Study or outline of a short talk. 

Teaching and Response Aims

To help guide you as you write your study or short talk, it is helpful 
to express the meaning and implications of the passage into two 
statements: the teaching aim (Big Idea) and the response aim (like an 
implications version of the Big Idea). 

These statements should be your guide as you package your study or 
short talk. Do your questions or your points help move the hearers/
group towards these aims? If not, maybe it’s not the best question or 
paragraph and it could be left out.

1. What is the truth that I want my hearers to understand from this 
passage/about this topic?

2. What impact do I want this truth to have on them? 

What is ‘packaging’ and why is it important?

By ‘packaging’ we mean writing, designing and producing what you 
actually present to your group: the questions you ask, the words you 
say, the visual props you use, the activities you get a group to do, etc.

Packaging is all about communication. We put thought into 
packaging because we want to communicate God’s Word clearly - we 
want to help our group learn and hear what God is saying to them.

And communication is more difficult than you might think!  

� Brainstorm together as a group how difficult it is to actually get 
a message across. What things might go wrong?

Take a moment to think about someone you think is an excellent 
communicator.  

� Why is this? 

� What do they do?

� How do they effectively communicate?

While we should learn from such people we want to remember that our 
aim in giving talks is not ultimately just effective communication. 

Our aim is transformation, not merely information. 

We want to do our best to present the truth clearly and engagingly so 
that they might hear and respond to it in repentance and faith.  
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Providence: What is God doing today?

1. When has God answered your prayers? 
How did this make you feel?

2. Read Romans 8:28. What does this verse promise believers? 
How is this verse most often understood?

3. From this verse, what would seem to be God’s purpose behind his 
providential work in the world today? On this account, how would 
one say that God is glorified?

4. On this account, what could we conclude if suffering were 
to befall someone?

5. Read the following passages. What do they show us about 
God’s providence?

 � Isaiah 45:5-7 God creates _____________ as well as ________________ .

 � Amos 3:6 God is behind ____________ befalling a city.

 � Hebrews 11:32-40 Some believers were _________ but others 
____________ . 

 � Yet they all looked forward to ________________________ .

 � John 9:1-3 The man is born ____________ so that 
_____________________ .

6. Read Romans 8:23-30. What is Paul looking forward to in this 
passage? 

How does the context flesh out what the ‘good’ of verse 28 means? 

What is God’s purpose in the word today? How does this fit in with 
God’s purpose in the past and in the future?

7. What is behind the following? What has been misunderstood?

a) “God is on my side. He will look after my health. How could God 
possibly be glorified if I am diagnosed with cancer?”

b) “Praise God! He has blessed me with a promotion! I will now be 
overseas three weeks out of four. In Bangkok. By myself.”

c) “...and lastly, we thank God for the good weather at the wedding 
today.”

My reflections:

 � God is sovereign over both blessing and disaster - and he uses both 
to achieve his purposes in the world - not merely our desires!

 � God’s activity in the world now is linked with his purposes in the 
world in the past and the future, not separate from it.

APPENDIX 12A
EXAMPLE OF A SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY BIBLE STUDY USING BREADTH AND DEPTH QUESTIONS
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Identity: Being true to you!

Main idea: Since we are united to Christ, our true  
identity is in him.

Warm up: Where have you heard people saying you have to be true 
to yourself? What do you think that we should be ‘true’ to or have 
integrity about in ourselves? 

(Breadth questions)

The idea of being ‘in Christ’ is core to our identity as Christians. But 
what does this commonly used phrase mean? It’s hard to pin down 
one definition as the Bible uses many images. The following list of 
images and Bible references are mixed up. Look up the passages and 
join the right ones together. 

John 15:1-8 
Like the Trinity (Christians are in Christ like the son is in the father)

John 17:21 
Like a marriage union

Ephesians 5:22-23 
Like being part of Christ’s body

Romans 12:4-5 
Like being branches in a vine 

What do these images teach about what being ‘in Christ’ means? 
What does this mean for our identity?

APPENDIX 12B
EXAMPLE OF A SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY BIBLE STUDY USING BREADTH AND DEPTH QUESTIONS

(Depth questions)

Romans 6:1-14 is a passage that teaches more about what this union 
means for our identity.

Read verses 1-11.
What events do Christians share in or participate in with Christ?

What is the outcome of this participation?

What are the contrasts between the old and new identity?

Read verse 12-14.

Christ has given us a new identity in himself. We are now people who 
are dead to sin and alive in Christ, but we are to live with integrity to 
that new identity. Some call this ‘being who you are’ or you could say, 
‘being true to yourself’. 

How would your actions show you are being who you are, that is, dead 
to sin and alive in Christ?

What happens if we still sin sometimes? Can we lose our new identity 
in Christ? (v14)

Application: what does our new identity in Christ look like…

At home?

At school?

At church?
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Church discipline

1. How is sin in the church usually handled? How are conflicts in the 
church usually handled? 

Why might Christians and churches today avoid the topic of 
‘church discipline’ altogether? What’s behind that?

2. Read Matthew 18:15-20. What steps does Jesus tell us to take on 
the path of discipline? 

How does Jesus highlight the authority of those who come to 
speak to the offender?

3. Read 1 Corinthians 5. What action does Paul want the church to 
take? 

What is Paul concerned about for the individual? For the church?

4. Read the following passages.

Hebrews 12:10-11  
God’s discipline is not necessarily _____________ , but is ___________ .

Revelation 3:19  
God’s discipline is a sign of his _______________ .

Titus 3:9-11 
The ___________ is to take steps to ____________ a divisive person, and 
then to treat him as an ______________ .

2 Cor 2:6-11 
The church should ___________ and _____________ those who repent.  
This denies ___________ any leverage.

Galatians 6:1-2  
The _________ should _____________ those caught in sin gently.

5. Consider:

a) What is lost if there is no church discipline?

b) How might church discipline lead to the glory of God?

c) What should our people know about church discipline?

My reflections:

 � Churches tend to avoid church discipline - but God has given 
this function to the church for its good to maintain sound 
teaching and godly behaviour.

APPENDIX 12C
EXAMPLE OF A SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY BIBLE STUDY USING BREADTH AND DEPTH QUESTIONS
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Clean Up Roster 

Mon Morning Tea Tues Morning Tea Wed Morning Tea Thurs Morning Tea Fri Morning Tea 

Strand 1.1 Strand 1.5 Strand 3.1 Strand 1.2 Strand 2.1 

Mon Lunch Tues Lunch Wed Lunch Thurs Lunch Fri Lunch 

Strand 1.2 Strand 2.1 Strand 3.2 Strand 1.3 Strand 2.2 

Mon Dinner Tues Dinner Wed Dinner Thurs Dinner Strand 2.3 

Strand 1.3 Strand 2.2 Strand 4.1 Strand 1.4 

Strand 1.4 Strand 2.3 Strand 1.1 Strand 1.5 



73

The GROW Women's Conference gathers women of all ages and backgrounds to 
hear God's Word, pray, sing and grow in Christ together. Come and delve into 2 
Timothy with Jane Tooher, Saturday, 17th August 2019 at the Brisbane 
Convention Centre – https://www.qcca.org.au/grow  

https://www.qcca.org.au/grow
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