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Schedule 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

09:15 Morning Talk Morning Talk Morning Talk Morning Talk Morning Talk 

10:45 Morning Tea Morning Tea Morning Tea Morning Tea Morning Tea 

11:00 Strand Groups Strand Groups Strand Groups Strand Groups Strand Groups 

13:00 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

14:00 Free Time Workshop Workshop Workshop Close 

15:30 Free Time Free Time Free Time Free Time 

18:00 Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner 

19:30 Evening Talk Evening Talk Evening Talk Evening Talk 
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Welcome to Ignite Training Conference 2019! 

Welcome to Ignite 2019: Overflow! We are so glad that you have put aside a week of 
holidays to be here with us. I trust that you will be encouraged and equipped in God’s word 
this week. Ignite exists to ignite in people a passion and desire for his word. God has given 
each of us His Word as a sword for the fight. Our goal is to train and equip you to use it well. 
We aim to do that in our conference through: 

 Strand Groups: the stand out feature of Ignite
 Bible Talks: both morning/evening, they aim to demonstrate the same skills we teach
 Workshops: complement the content in the strand groups and talks

The 5 days of Ignite are packed with content and can prove to be mentally draining (and 
emotionally for introverts). Please stay fresh and get rest, but also make the most of the 
week that we have together, as Christians gathered from around Brisbane. 

I’m honoured to work with a team of pastors and church members in running Ignite. They 
have been hard at work, behind the scenes, to get Ignite running for another year. Special 
thanks to Josh Tan who has been the person behind the running of the conference. Some 
are so committed that they have been serving Ignite even though they couldn’t make it this 
year. We are all unpaid volunteers, because we believe Ignite is worth it. 

We hope and pray that this week will be a time of refreshment in the Spirit, learning useful 
skills, challenge for the soul, and ignition of the heart ahead of 2019. 

Chris Lung,  
Chairperson of the Ignite Board,  
on behalf of the Ignite Board and the Ignite Organising Committee 

P.S. Ignite is also part of a wider conference family,  
Queensland Christian Convention Association (QCCA).  
Check it out for other conferences through the year for women, young adults, or even 
outside Brisbane. 
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Strand Groups 

1.1 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.5 

Front Hall Front Hall Front Hall Front Hall Front Hall 

Peter Chan Mellisa Wang Fiona Ip Lucas Sharley Meagan Guo 

Wesley Chong Jisu Jang Anthony Lau Nic Crook Tiffany Ng 

Darren Lau Jeff Chen Beatrice Ang Johnny Lee David Tran 

Florence Loh Monty Lam Cheukman Lau Orrin Hurlbutt Joel Ng 

Yiming Xu Samuel Zhao Thomas Clark Bianca Chai Ryan Chiong 

Ingrid Rugel Eileen Wang Hiu Laam Ng Megan Ko Chloe Lai 

Chris Rixon Eunice Wong Shannon Yu Ervin Hii Jennifer Chan 

Michael Lai Rebekah Abbott Mark Teoh Dale Bryan-Brown Sabrina Wee 

James Xie Saima Riaz Isabel Chin Josiah Atkinson 

2.1 2.2 2.3 3.1 3.2 

Common Room Mentoring Room Amy Carmichael 

Room Back Hall Library 

Steve Tran Michael Howell Willus Cheng Joey Cheng Felix Hui 

John Lew Mary Cheng Sarah Hui 

Daniel Dunn Renee Ottrey Grace Chiu Christian Tan Rossen Zhao 

Justin Yan Rainbow Lai Shane Lim Tim Sparks Nathanael Chua 

Esther Chan Wayne Shen Wesley Ngu Sofia Back Nathan Kenny 

Vickie Pan Elisa Ting Janet Pham Calvin Liaw Rachel Bernasconi 

Gary Yuen Felicia Sutantijo Joshua Fraser Ivy Chiang Jessie Wong 

Christine Liu David Lee Anna Ny Aidan Tay Alwyn Wan 

Elise Taylor Bea Simbag Grace Ho Terence Seah 

Chloe Lim Deborah Loone 

Leya Koh Georgina Sheu 

Amanda Liao Joshua Yang 

William Webster Jack Yuen 

4.1 

Downstairs 

Elizabeth Mario 

Nathaniel Taylor Patrick Chan 

Vincent Lee Caleb Fung 

Phoebe Lam Ivan Tan 

Daphne Ho Eric Wang 

Josh Ting Audrey Leong 

Bo Wei Janelle Thong 

Edward Yu Lydia Teo 

Jane Chiu Jonathan Furneaux 

Jason Lam David Tay 
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Morning Talks 

Morning talk 1 | The Breath of Life - Tony Rowbotham 
Genesis 1 & 2, Ezekiel 37; Numbers 11 -> John 1:1 
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Morning talk 2 | The Messiah-Anointing Spirit - Tony Rowbotham 
Isaiah 11, 42, 61  -> Luke 3:22, 4:18-21, 4:43-44 
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Morning talk 3 | The Holy Spirit - Tony Rowbotham   
Ezekiel -> Hebrews 8-10 
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Morning talk 4 | The Crowning Work of the Spirit - Tony Rowbotham 
Romans 8:1-17 
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Morning talk 5 | The Trinitarian Spirit - Tony Rowbotham 
John 5:16-30 
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Workshop Speakers 
Iggy Wong 
Iggy is married to Li Qing and has four kids, Natasha, Nathan, Jordan and 
Jacob.  He has recently returned home to Brisbane after seven years of 
ministry training in Sydney, and is currently serving as the lead pastor at 
Coopers Plains Evangelical Church.   

Iggy has a passion to see people live for Jesus and to make Jesus known and 
feels incredibly privileged that he gets to do this full time.   To relax, Iggy 
loves laughing at the antics of his kids and following the ups and downs of 
the Houston Rockets season. 

Mikey Tai 
Mikey is the pastor of Providence Church, a church planted in Sunnybank 
3 years ago. He’s married to Heidi and has a cute furball called Simba. In 
his spare time, he loves watching his indoor plant babies grow, bargain 
hunting, and drinking good coffee. 

 

 

 

Nic Crook 
After a career in blowing things up, bleaching students and setting things on fire, Nic 
resigned from teaching to become a church planting missionary in northern Japan with 
OMF International. Nic serves as the State Ministry Leader for OMF in Queensland, 
mobilising people for short-term and long-term missionary work in East Asia. Married 
with three children he loves, kayaking, reading and having a good yarn. A favourite 
verse: "God, the Lord, is my strength; He makes my feet like the deer's; He makes me 
tread on my high places" (Habakkuk 3:19). 

 

Steve Tran 
After becoming a Christian in 2001, I started thinking about full-time paid ministry 
in the middle of 2003. From there to the end of 2006 was a long journey of prayer, 
discussions, ministry experience, and looking for training options (oh, and getting 
married!). From 2007-2011 I did ministry training and theological studies, before 
being invited back to my home church, SLE Church, to pastor. Since then I've 
stumbled my way through ministry, learnt a few hard lessons, but have loved every 
minute. 

Scott Pasley 
Scott Pasley is married to the lovely Deb and has three lively children. Scott loves to see 
Christians grow in their confidence in Jesus and clarity about what it looks like to follow 
him in the working world. He has worked as an engineer in construction, in utilities, and 
in allied primary industries.  
Scott enjoys cycling to work and loves to conquer the world through board games. He 
also would like the St George Dragons to win another premiership before he passes 
from this world. 
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Workshop Summaries 
Here’s just a sampling of the kind of workshops on offer at Ignite! 
 
Discipleship – Mikey Tai 
We hear the word “discipleship” thrown around at church often but how do we get involved with God’s 
mission in making and seeing disciples grow and multiply? How can we not only teach but model the gospel 
in a way that is biblical and helpful to others around us as we live out the gospel? This workshop will help us 
answer some of these questions and give us a bit of a kickstart in “doing” discipleship. 

 

Full Time Ministry – Steve Tran 

For anyone thinking about full-time paid ministry/missions in the future. We’ll walk through what ‘paid 
ministry’ is, hopefully dispel some common myths, answer any questions you have, and look at what the 
Bible says qualifies someone for this work. 

 

Strand Packaging & Leading – Iggy Wong 

Who loves boring, three hour bible studies that feel like they are slowly draining your will to live? We've all 
been there unfortunately!   

We all know bible studies are important, but what are the keys to bible studies that our people really look 
forward to, rather than just come to out of duty?   This workshop will aim to give you some helpful 
guidelines and tips on writing faithful and creative studies (yes, they can be both!) as well as how to lead the 
discussion so people are engaged and challenged.     
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Tuesday Workshop | Discipleship - Mikey Tai 
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Tuesday Workshop | Discerning God's will for my journey - Nic Crook (OMF) 

  



15 
 

Tuesday Workshop | Scott Pasley (CBF) 
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Wednesday Workshop | Prayer - Luke Jenkin 
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Wednesday Workshop | Acts and the Holy Spirit - Wes Redgen 
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Wednesday Workshop | Full Time Ministry - Steve Tran 
Part 1 – The Minister 
Discussion: What qualifies someone to go into full-time paid ministry? 

 

 

 

Conviction (1 Timothy 3:1) 

 Conviction = calling? 

 

 

 

 

Character (Titus 1:5-8; 1 Timothy 3:1-7, 5:22) 

Spend time in groups walking through each character quality – writer a quick sentence about what this 
character quality means, and why it’s important. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Competence (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:9; James 3:1) 
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Three other areas: 

Shepherding 

 

 

Evangelism 

 

 
 
Agreement 

 

 

 

 

Cash 

 

 

Clock 

 

 

Part 2 – The Ministry 

The hard 

 
 
 

 

 

The joyful 

 

 

 
 

 

Questions? 
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Thursday Workshop (Compulsory for Strand 1) | Strand Packaging & Leading - Iggy Wong 

PRAY 
You can’t do this on your own.  You need the help of the Holy Spirit.    Let’s pray!  

 

INVESTIGATE 
Read and Re-read 

 Write down some initial observations and any questions you have.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apply your tools 
1. Context:   

How does the text before and after help me understand this passage?   
(What’s the situation?  How does the story/argument flow?) 

 

 

 

 

Bible Timeline:  Where does this fit in biblical history? 

 
 

 

 

2. Key Words  

Repeated words 

 

 

 

Important linking words (for, because, therefor, so, but, if) 
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3. Purpose:

why did the author write this?   

OR What effect does he want his writing to have on hearers/readers? (look for “so that” or a 
practical command that follows a section on theology) 

1. Tone/Feel:  what emotion is this writing supposed to make me feel?

2. Structure/Flow- How has the author broken down his material into sections?   How do they link?
(give a title to each sub section)

INTEGRATE 
BIG IDEA:   
Have a look at your sub sections.  What is the broad big idea that summarises these truths? 
(think “what does the author want his readers to know”) 

Form your big idea like this: 

Big Idea= A + B 

A= the person/thing/concept/ that the passage is about 

B= what the passage says about A (there may be more than one point here) 
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PURPOSE STATEMENT 

What does the author want his readers to do in response to knowing this big idea?    (NEEDS A VERB!)  

 
 
 
 

APPLY  
Apply in line with purpose statement first.  Then broader applications can be derived from Big idea if 
needed. Be specific!  Think of particular contexts in your life.  

 

 

 

HEAD (mindset change) 

 

 
 

 

HEART (attitude change) 

 

 

 
 

HANDS (behaviour change) 
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PACKAGE 
1. ESTABLISH TEACHING GOALS.  

Look at your big idea and purpose statement.  

a. What do you want your audience to KNOW? 
 
 
 
 

b. What do you want your audience to DO?  

 

 

 

2. WRITE YOUR QUESTIONS 

a) Launching questions – Get people thinking about the Big Idea 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Context questions – What has just happened/been said before my passage?  
 
 
 
 
 

c) Content – What does it say? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d) Interpretation – What does it mean?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

e) Summary – Summarising either the Big Idea OR a section of my passage. 
 
 
 

f) Application – How does my behaviour or belief need to change?  
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Thursday Q&A Panel 
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Evening Talks 

Evening talk 1 | Paul Grimmond 
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Evening talk 2 | Paul Grimmond 
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Evening talk 3 | Paul Grimmond 
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Evening talk 4 | Paul Grimmond 
  



STRAND 1 1© KATOOMBA CHRISTIAN CONVENTION

Why did you come to Ignite?

What do you want to achieve this week?

Let’s pray for our week together. 

Purpose of Youth and  
Children’s Ministry

Read the three passages below.  
What do they teach us about the  
purpose of our ministry? 

Matthew 28:16-20

Colossians 1:28-29

Ephesians 4:11-13

Priorities in Youth and  
Children’s Ministry

1. Look at these aspects of youth and children’s ministry. 
As a group, rank them from most important to least 
important. 

___ Games and sport 

___ Video presentations 

___ Bible teaching 

___ Fellowship 

___ Finding a boyfriend/girlfriend 

___ Music and singing 

___ Camps 

___ Hanging out together 

___ Food 

___ Craft 

___ Prayer

2. Read the two passages below. What do they teach 
us about what is important for youth and children’s 
ministry? 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

1 Timothy 4:11-16

DAY 1 
STRAND 1
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The Bible is central to all youth and children’s ministry because it is through the message of the Bible that people meet God. 
This week we’re going to teach you a model that will help you to read and apply any Bible passage accurately and confidently.

A MODEL FOR TEACHING THE BIBLE

By the end of the week you will be very familiar with this model and we will be putting what we learn into practice by 
writing a Bible Study or Children’s Program together. Don’t feel overwhelmed by this – we’ll be with you every step of the 
way!

PRAY, READ AND REREAD
The first step in preparing to teach is to ‘Pray, read and reread’, so that we become very familiar with the passage.

Since the Bible is God’s Word to us, we pray first, asking God to help us understand what he is saying and what the 
implications are for our lives and the lives of others.

When we want to understand any piece of writing well, it helps to read it more than once. In the same way, if we really 
want to understand a Bible passage correctly, we will need to start by reading it and then by rereading it.

It is also helpful to be an active reader when we are reading to understand a passage. One way we can do this is to keep 
asking questions of the passage. The questions we can ask to help at this stage are:

1. What seems interesting in this passage?

2. What questions do I have about this passage? 

3. What is the passage all about?

DAY 1    STRAND 1  2/6
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PRAY, READ AND REREAD 
The passage we’ll be looking at this week is _____________________________________.  
Use the copy of the passage provided in Appendix 1 to answer the following questions.

1. Pray that God would enable you to understand our passage.

2. Read the passage in your Bible.

3. Reread our passage and answer the following three questions

i. What seems interesting in the passage?

ii. What questions do you have about the passage?

iii. What is the passage all about?

SUMMARY BOX
� Things I’ve learnt so far… 

 � Complete the diagram of our model for teaching the Bible 

 � Questions I still have… 

 � Thanksgiving and prayer points from my training group…

3/6

STRAND 1 3© KATOOMBA CHRISTIAN CONVENTION



CONTEXT
Context refers to something’s surroundings or environment. 
Understanding context is important in all of life. For 
example, imagine you saw a tiger near you in the jungle. 
You would probably feel afraid. But if you saw the same 

tiger near you, behind bars at a zoo, you 
would feel safe. Although the tiger is 

the same, the different context (or 
surroundings) changes the way you 
would think, feel and act towards the 
tiger.

In the same way, understanding the 
context of a Bible passage is very important 

in helping us to understand its meaning and how we should 
respond. This will often involve reading before and after the 
passage being looked at, determining who wrote the text, 
when it was written, to whom it was written, the purpose 
for which it was written, and how it fits into the big story 
of the Bible.

What could the following passages mean without reading  
them in context? 

 � Psalm 14:1  
“There is no God”

 � Matthew 5:39  
“But I say to you, do not resist the one who is evil.”

 � Hosea 1:2 
“Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have children 
with her.”

 � Amos 4:4 
“Go to Bethel and sin; go to Gilgal and sin yet more.”

 � Luke 23:29 
“Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never 
bore and the breasts that never nursed!”

Read the verses surrounding them. How does the context 
help us understand them?

PRAY AND REVIEW
Yesterday we saw that teaching the Bible accurately is the key to all kinds of ministry.  
Today we’re going to continue with our model for understanding and teaching the 
Bible, looking at context and content. 

DAY 1    STRAND 1  4/6

ITC 2019  OVERFLOW4 © KATOOMBA CHRISTIAN CONVENTION



The whole Bible tells us the one story of how God has acted to save people and gather them to himself. The Bible is made 
up of 66 separate books but each book is related to the others. This means that when we think of the context of a passage 
we ultimately need to see the context of our passage in the Bible as a whole. A helpful way to start is to first look at the 
verses before and after our passage, then to look at the book as a whole, and finally to see our passage in the context of the 
whole Bible. The diagram below is a good way to remember this movement from our passage to the whole of the Bible. It is 
a bit like looking at your house on Google Maps. You then zoom out to see where it is in your city, then its place in Australia, 
and finally its position in the whole world.

The following questions help us determine the context of our passage as we gradually zoom out:

Before and After Book: Who, What, Where, When, Why? Bible

What happened before  
my passage?

What happened after  
my passage?

Who wrote the book and who for?

What style (or genre) of writing is it?

Where are the events set?

When did it take place?

Why was it written?

Where does this book come  
in the Bible?

What other passages or  
themes from the rest of the  
Bible would help with understanding 
our passage?

5/6
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CONTEXT of the passage
1. Draw the diagram showing the different layers when thinking about context for our passage.

2. Read the verses before and after our passage, skim through the book that the passage is in, and look for 
connections to the rest of the Bible as you complete the table below.

Before and After Book: Who, What, Where, When, Why? Bible

What happened before  
my passage?

What happened after  
my passage?

Who wrote the book and who for?

What style (or genre) of writing is it?

Where are the events set?

When did it take place?

Why was it written?

Where does this book come  
in the Bible?

What other passages or  
themes from the rest of the  
Bible would help with understanding our 
passage?

After answering these questions it is important to pull it all together by seeing how all 
this information about the context helps us to understand our passage better.

DAY 1 REVIEW
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Symbol

Words and ideas that are 
difficult to understand. (Make 
sure you come back to these!)

?

Words and ideas that 
are repeated Circle

Word and ideas that 
are important (especially in 
light of the rest of the book)

Box

Words that persuade or are 
emotive (e.g. a command,  
a promise)

* 
(Asterisk)

Action words (verbs e.g. throw, 
pray, speak, heal etc.)

Double 
Underline

1/7

CONTENT
Our next step in understanding the passage is to look at its content. 
While context looks at the details surrounding the passage, content 
looks at the details in the passage itself. As we look at content, we 
should consider: What is the passage about? What significant words 
and ideas does the author use? And how are those words and ideas 
connected to tell a story or make an argument? 

1. OVERALL PICTURE 
(What is the passage about?)

The questions below will help us understand the content  
of our passage.

1. Who is involved in our passage?

2. What happens in our passage?

3. Where did the events described take place?

4. When did the events take place?

5. Why was the passage written / why did the events take place?

2. SIGNIFICANT WORDS AND IDEAS

It is helpful to identify particular details in our passage, such as 
words or concepts that are repeated, or ideas that are important. 
Also action words, persuasive words or words that you don’t 
understand. 

We will do this by marking up the passage with underlining and 
symbols. 

STRAND 1 7© KATOOMBA CHRISTIAN CONVENTION
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3. FLOW (How are the words and ideas connected?) 

Once we have looked at the words in detail we can step back and consider how the passage fits together as a whole. The idea is to understand how 
the passage moves from its beginning to its end. Firstly, we need to identify words that provide structure to the flow of our passage. (It is helpful to 
colour these.) 

Passage Example Colour

Linking words and, also Yellow

Contrasting words but, whereas, although, whilst Blue

Reason words therefore, because, for, since, as, if, then, so Red

Time words when, next, after, then, while Green

The next step is to divide the passage into sections, starting a new section for each part of the passage where a new event is described in the story 
(look for time words like ‘after this’, or ‘when’), or a new theme or idea is introduced in the argument (look for contrasting words like ‘but’, or reason 
words like ‘therefore’). Give each section a heading to help you identify the sequence of events or themes in the passage. The final step is to show 
how all the sections of the passage fit together using pictures, flow diagrams or a sequence of headings. (See Appendix 2 for some examples.)

1. OVERALL PICTURE of the passage

1. Who is involved in our passage?

2. What happens in our passage?

3. Where did the events described take place?

4. When did the events take place?

5. Why was the passage written/why did the events take place?

CONTENT of our passage
Pray that God would give you understanding of His Word.

DAY 2     STRAND 1  2/7

ITC 2019  OVERFLOW8 © KATOOMBA CHRISTIAN CONVENTION



Passage Example Colour

Linking words and, also Yellow

Contrasting words but, whereas, 
although, whilst

Blue

Reason words therefore, because, 
for, since, as, if, 
then, so

Red

Time words when, next, after, 
then, while

Green

CONTENT continued.

2. SIGNIFICANT WORDS AND IDEAS
 in the passage

Using your copy of the passage (found in Appendix 1) 
draw symbols to indicate words or ideas which are 
important in determining the meaning.

Break the passage into sections based on its content 
and structure. Give each section a heading to identify 
what is taking place in the flow of the passage. 
Describe the flow of our passage using pictures, flow 
diagrams or a sequence of headings.

3. FLOW of the passage

Identify and colour words that provide 
structure to the flow of our passage.

Symbol

Words and ideas that are 
difficult to understand. (Make 
sure you come back to these!)

?

Words and ideas that 
are repeated Circle

Word and ideas that 
are important (especially in 
light of the rest of the book)

Box

Words that persuade or are 
emotive (e.g. a command, a 
promise)

* 
(Asterisk)

Action words (verbs e.g. throw, 
pray, speak, heal etc.)

Double 
Underline

SUMMARY BOX
� Things I’ve learnt so far… 

 � Complete the diagram of our model for teaching the Bible 

 � What three layers are important to look at when considering the context of a Bible passage? 

 � At this stage I think the passage is about… 

Give thanks to God and pray for the things that have happened in your group.

3/7
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THE BIG IDEA
Now that we’ve read the passage, prayed about it, 
investigated its context and looked closely at its contents, 
it’s time to put all of this together! A helpful way to prepare 
to teach a Bible passage is to state the main idea of the 
passage as a Big Idea.

The Big Idea is one short clear sentence that states 
the main message of the passage. A Big Idea expresses 
clearly what God is saying in the passage. Having a clear 
and simple Big Idea is important in order to teach our 
passage to others and to avoid getting caught on minor 
issues. 

The Big Idea will be used in teaching the passage to others. 
This means it is important to keep your listeners in mind 
at this point, using language and ideas that will be easily 
understood. The implications of the Big Idea are not part 
of the Big Idea and will be explored later. 

The task of working out a Big Idea is often much harder 
than it seems. Be ready to think hard and be patient in 
your work!

THE BIG IDEA: ANALYSIS
What makes a good Big Idea? And what makes a bad one?

Here are 4 possible Big Ideas from 2 Timothy 3:14-17. There is something wrong with each of them. Split into groups and 
discuss one of these suggested Big Ideas. Work out what is good and not so good about them. 

1. The Bible teaches us about Jesus.

2. The Bible tells us the good things we need to do so we can be saved. 

3. Timothy learnt about the Holy Scriptures as a young boy and needs to hang onto them because they are breathed out by 
God and so he can rebuke, teach, train and correct the servants of God so that they can be ready to do all kinds of good works.

4. The Scriptures are inspired by God.

PRAY AND 
REVIEW

DAY 2     STRAND 1  4/7

ITC 2019  OVERFLOW10 © KATOOMBA CHRISTIAN CONVENTION



BUILDING YOUR BIG IDEA
One way to build a Big Idea is explained below:

Big Idea = A + B

A = the person/thing/concept that the passage is about

B = what the passage says about A  
(there may be more than one point here)

EXAMPLES

John 1:18
No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is 
himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, 
has made him known.

A = Knowing God 
B = is only possible through Jesus

Big Idea = A + B = Knowing God is only 
possible through Jesus

Luke 13:18-19
Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? What 
shall I compare it to? It is like a mustard seed, which a man 
took and planted in His garden. It grew and became a tree, 
and the birds perched in its branches.”

A = The kingdom of God 
B1 = looks small now 
B2 = will be great in the end

Big Idea = A + B1 + B2 = Even though the 
kingdom of God looks small now, it will be 
great in the end.

Colossians 1:15-20
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation. For by him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created 
by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him 
all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from 
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 
supremacy. For God was pleased to have all fullness dwell 
in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making 
peace through His blood, shed on the cross.

Here we could say that this passage is all about Jesus.

A = Jesus

However, most of the Bible is about Jesus. 
More specifically this passage is about the greatness 
of Jesus. In fact, it is about how he is the greatest, 
that is, his supremacy!

So a better A is: 
A = The supremacy of Jesus 
B1 = seen in his creation of the world 
B2 = seen as he rules his people 
B3 = seen as he reconciles us to God

Putting it all together (and tweaking it a little bit so 
that it flows nicely) we get:

Big Idea = A + B1 + B2 + B3 = Jesus is the greatest 
because he rules all of creation, his people, and 
because he died to bring us back to God.

A good Big Idea should:
 � Be true from the passage

 � Be short and clear

 � Account for the whole passage

5/7
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THE  BIG IDEA OF MY PASSAGE
Try it with your passage

What is the passage about?

A = 

What does the passage say about A?

B1 = 

B2 = 

B3 = 

Big Idea = A + B1 + B2 + B3

If you are struggling to find B, it may be that your A is not actually the main subject of the passage. If you’re not happy with your Big Idea, 
return to the passage, rework A and B, until you are happy with it.

REFINING YOUR BIG IDEA
Now that you’ve come up with your Big Idea, it’s 
worth checking whether it meets the requirements 
of a good Big Idea.

 � Is it true from the passage?

 � Is it short and clear?

 � Does it account for the whole passage?

Some other questions you could ask to improve it further:

 � Is there a clearer or simpler way of expressing my Big 
Idea? Consider your audience and the words you 
have used. Could you replace any words with more 
appropriate language?

 � Has your Big Idea been complicated by minor issues in 
the passage?

 � Is there a way to make your Big Idea have more impact 
for your hearers?

 � Does it fit with the surrounding passages in the rest 
of the book?

12
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REFINING MY BIG IDEA
Use this space to adjust or improve your Big Idea.

Now that you’ve been thinking about a Big Idea and working out what makes a good 
Big Idea,  write down your second attempt at the Big Idea of the passage.

7/7
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SOME KEYS TO GOOD IMPLICATIONS

IMPLICATIONS FOR YOURSELF FIRST

Before we teach the passage to others, we must first consider how it 
will transform our own lives.

The questions I can ask to help myself at this stage of my preparation 
are:

1. How should this passage inform my beliefs? 
a. Do I need to change what I believe about God?
b. Are there beliefs that I am encouraged to keep holding on to?

2. How should this passage affect my behaviour?
a. Is there anything I need to repent of?
b. How should it change my thoughts, words, actions and 

emotions this week?

Stop and pray that God will apply his Word to your life by his 
Spirit. Pick a specific challenge from the passage to pray about.

IMPLICATIONS FOR YOUR AUDIENCE

1. What is my audience like? 
(e.g. Christian or not, maturity as Christians, exposure to the gospel, 
age, ethnicity, heart language, gender, life-stage, student, vocation, 
socio-economic status, health, where they live) 

2. How should this passage inform their beliefs?

a. Do they need to change what they believe about God?
b. Are there beliefs that they are encouraged to keep holding on 

to?

3. How should this passage affect their behaviour?
a. Is there anything they need to repent of? 
b. How should it change their thoughts, words, actions and 

emotions this week?

Pray that God will apply his Word to your audience.

Implications: An Example 
Consider 1 Corinthians 6:12-20. 

The Big Idea of the passage might be stated as: 

“Our bodies are made for glorifying God not sexual 
immorality.” 

Here the general implication is clear: flee sexual immorality.  
How would the specific implications change if addressed to the 
following people?

�

�

�

�

�

 a teenage guy at school

 a married woman with 2 small children

 a 3rd grade Sunday School group

 a minister of a church

 an 85 year old blind man

IMPLICATIONS
Implications are the things we should do in response to a 
statement of fact. For example, if you are standing on a road, 
and someone says ‘Here comes a car’, the implication of their 
statement is that you should get off the road (and do it quickly!) In 
the same way, the implications of a Bible passage refer to all the 
ways we should think, feel and act in response to what God says in 
that passage.

Understanding the implications of a passage is important because 
the Bible isn’t meant to just inform God’s people, it is meant to 
transform. James 1:22 says ‘Do not merely listen to the Word, 
and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.’ However, it is not 
always easy to know how we should respond to a passage, and 
often the implications of a passage will be different depending on 
someone’s age, season of life (e.g. student, worker, retiree), gender, 
Christian maturity, marital status, and other factors.

DAY 3 
STRAND 1
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IMPLICATIONS FOR YOURSELF

Spend some time applying the passage to your own life:

1. How should this passage inform my beliefs? 
a. Do I need to change what I believe about God?

b. Are there beliefs that I am encouraged 
to keep holding on to?

2. How should this passage affect my behaviour?
a. Is there anything I need to repent of?

b. How should it change my thoughts, words, 
actions and emotions this week?

Stop and pray that God will apply his Word to your 
life by his Spirit. Pick a specific challenge from the 
passage to pray about.

FOR YOUR AUDIENCE

Now look at the implications of the passage for your 
audience:

1. What is my audience like? (e.g. Christian or not, 
maturity as Christians, exposure to the gospel, age, 
ethnicity, heart language, gender, life-stage, student, 
vocation, socio-economic status, health, where they 
live, etc)

2. How should this passage inform their beliefs? 

a. Do they need to change what they believe about 
God?

b. Are there beliefs that they are encouraged to 
keep holding on to?

3. How should this passage affect their behaviour?

a. Is there anything they need to repent of? 

b. How should it change their thoughts, words, 
actions and emotions this week?

Pray that God will apply his  Word to your audience.

IMPLICATIONS of our passage

2/3
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SUMMARY BOX
 � Complete the diagram of our model for teaching the Bible 

 � How can I use this model as I teach the Bible... 

 � Things I’ve learnt today about packaging a Bible Study or Children’s Program are… 

 � One thing I want to work on as a result of the feedback I received… 

 � Things I can thank God and pray for about my strand group this week and as we head home… 
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APPENDIX 1
Bible Passages

Luke 19:1-10 ESV

He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a 
man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And 
he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he 
could not, because he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass 
that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to 
him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house 
today.” So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. And 
when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a 
man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, 
“Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to 
him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of 
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
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John 20:19-23 ESV

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And 
when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”
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Galatians 3:27-4:7 ESV

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are 
Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. I 
mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, 
though he is the owner of everything, but he is under guardians and 
managers until the date set by his father. In the same way we also, when 
we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the 
world. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 
born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the 
law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are 
sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an 
heir through God.
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APPENDIX 2
FLOW DIAGRAMS

Flow Diagram Example

Command certain men not  
to teach false doctrines,  

myths or genealogies

The goal of this command is love

Because - some have departed  
from these

Which comes from: pure heart,  
good conscience, sincere faith

These desire to be teachers of the 
law but don’t know what they are 

talking about

Because - these do not  
advance God’s work

Which is by faith

Greeting:

Paul to Timothy Son in the faith

Plot Summary Example

Matthew 21:12-22 The Temple and the Fig Tree

1. Jesus cleared out the temple, condemning the profiteering. v12-13

2. Jesus healed many and was praised by children, but leaders were indignant. v14-17

3. Next morning, Jesus cursed the barren fig tree and it withered. v18-19

4. Disciples were amazed. v20

5. Jesus taught on faith being powerful. v21-22

Matthew 22:1-14 A parable on what the kingdom of heaven is like

1. The king sent servants to call the invited guests but they refused to come. v1-3

2. King sent servants to call again. v4

3. Invited guests either ignored or beat the servants. v5-6

4. King was furious and burned the city. v7

5. King instructed servants to invite people off the streets, until hall was full. v8-10

6. As king arrived, saw man without wedding clothes so threw him out into the darkness. v11-14
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APPENDIX 2
FLOW DIAGRAMS 
(CONTINUED) 
Narrative Comic Strip Example
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APPENDIX 3
PACKAGING A CHILDREN;'S 
PROGRAM
STEP 1: THE BIG IDEA OF THE PASSAGE IN 
LANGUAGE YOUR LISTENERS UNDERSTAND.
STEP 2: LOTS OF IDEAS!

 � What concept do I want the kids to understand? 
(E.g. God being in charge, having a second chance, putting 
someone else first)

 � What might be new, unfamiliar or difficult about this?

 � What do they already know that can help them towards 
understanding this?

 �  When do they see this concept in action? 
(E.g. think about home, school, friends, sport situations they 
might be in, think about what they watch, read, play with)

 � What activities reinforce the concept? 
(e.g. Is there a game where someone is in charge and you 
must do as they say?)

Be creative! Think up lots of different options.

Here’s some suggestions as starting points: active games, 
quiet games, gameshow style, individual challenge, build, 
draw or make something, singing, games with Bible verses, 
quizzes, prayer ideas, treasure hunt, sort things, list things, 
organise things, drama …

STEP 3: CHOOSING THE BEST ACTIVITIES

Looking at your list of ideas, you need to consider:

 � Age of children

 � Number of children

 � Number of leaders

 � Amount and type of space available

 � Setting (e.g. school scripture or camp)

 � Length of time for program and each activity

 � How children will be involved at each stage

 � Will you work in one group, small groups or individually?

STEP 4: PUT IT TOGETHER

 � Work out what order to do your activities:

 � Move from what is familiar to what is unfamiliar for the kids.

 � Move towards the implications for the kids’ lives.

 � Work out how you will explain each activity to reinforce the 
Big Idea. Use language from the Big Idea as much as possible.

STEP 5: PRACTICALITIES

 � List what resources or equipment you’ll need

 � Think about safety

 � Think about transitions and movement (e.g. ending small 
group time and returning to the big group)

 � Think about what other leaders need to know beforehand and 
what help you’ll need
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APPENDIX 4
PACKAGING A YOUTH BIBLE 
STUDY
TYPES OF QUESTIONS 
a. Launching questions 

Get people thinking about the Big Idea

b. Context questions 
What has just happened/been 
said before my passage?

c. Content
What does it say?

d. Interpretation
What does it mean?

e. Summary
Summarising either the Big Idea 
OR a section of my passage.

f. Implications
How does my behaviour or belief need to change?

But note too that questions can also be described as “open” or 
“closed”.

On the whole we want open questions to promote discussion 
but there are certain times when closed questions are useful; 
for example, if you want to make a point very definite.

WRITING YOUR BIBLE STUDY

There are potentially thousands of questions you could ask 
in a Bible study. How do you choose which ones to include or 
exclude? Let your Big Idea, and the preparation that has led 
to it, guide you. Here is one approach that may help you as you 
start writing your own studies.

FLOW DIAGRAM SECTIONS

1.

2.

3. 

Etc

 � For each section of the passage you have identified in your 
flow diagram, ask at least one content and interpretation 
question. 

 � You may use one or two summary questions in your study to 
draw things together.

 � If one point is most important, weight the 
questions accordingly.
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BIG IDEA

Launching 
Question

Context 
Question

FLOW

1

Content Qn

Interpretation Qn

Summary Qn

2

Content Qn

Interpretation Qn

Summary Qn

3

Content Qn

Interpretation Qn

Summary Qn

Implication Qns

NOTE: You would not use all five types of questions for every point. The more important the point, the more questions 
you would ask. This will reinforce the importance of the point and hopefully emphasise your Big Idea.

SOME RESOURCES TO HELP YOU LEAD BIBLE STUDIES:  

 � Growth Groups by Colin Marshall
 � Leading Better Bible Studies by Karen & Rod Morris
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APPENDIX 5
SAMPLE BIBLE STUDY

The Risen Jesus and the Disciples

Intro: [Launching Question] Does it really matter if Jesus’ 
resurrection wasn’t physical?

Read Luke 24:36-43

1. [Context] What are the “things” that the disciples are talking 
about in vs. 36?

2. [Content] How do the feelings of the disciples change 
between vs. 37 and 40?

3.  [Interpretation] If you were in that room, how do you think 
your emotions would have been affected?

4. [Interpretation] Why does Luke record so much detail about 
the risen Jesus in vs. 37-43?

5. [Summary] Luke’s account of the resurrected Jesus is 
carefully constructed to discount any other explanation. In 
small groups figure out why…

Read Luke 24:44-49

1. [Content] What did Jesus want the disciples to understand at 
this time (vs. 44-45)?

2. [Interpretation] What things have been fulfilled/were yet to 
be fulfilled from vs. 46-49?

3. [Summary] In what way does the resurrection of Jesus give us 
hope for the future? (See 1 Corinthians 15:12-14, 20-23)

Living it Out

1. [Implications] How do you think you would go at explaining/ 
defending the credibility of the resurrection?

2. [Implications] The resurrection of Jesus means that 
Christians will also be raised like him. What does this mean 
for:

a. How you talk to your friends about Jesus?
b. How you deal with problems at school/home?
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APPENDIX 6
MODEL SUMMARY SHEET
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PACKAGING A BIBLE STUDY
(PREVIOUSLY DAY 4)

PRAY AND REVIEW

PACKAGING
Once we have prayed, read, and reread our particular Bible 
passage, investigated its context and content, summarised 
it in our Big Idea and worked through the implications for 
our audience, the final step is the packaging. This is the 
step of working out how to go about teaching the Big Idea 
and its implications. How are we going to help our audience 
understand the passage for themselves and apply it to 
their lives? It is not a matter of simply telling the audience 
our Big Idea and its implications. Rather, we use the Big 
Idea and its implications to shape how we structure our 
teaching program or Bible study.

1. The Best and the Worst 
Think back to the best and worst Bible Studies or 
Children’s Programs you have observed. What made 
them good or bad?

2. What are the pros and cons of writing your 
own or using pre-packaged material?

Pre-prepared material can be helpful. However, you’ll 
often need to pick out what’s useful for your group and 
you’ll still need to work hard at preparing it.

3. Packaging a Bible Study or Children’s Program

It is really important to pray for God’s help at this stage 
of your preparation.

For those writing a Children’s Program, Appendix 3 provides 
you with one possible method for preparing this. 

For those writing a Bible Study, Appendix 4 provides one 
possible framework for arranging your questions and 
making the most of your preparation. 
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PACKAGING
Pray for God’s help at this stage of your preparation.

Use this and the next few pages to prepare a draft of your Bible Study questions or Program activities. You can write your final copy on the 
blank page in session 5 of your workbook.

BIG IDEA:



SUMMARY BOX: SESSION 4
� Things I’ve learnt today… 

� Complete the diagram of our model for teaching the Bible 

� Packaging is... 

� Questions I still have 

� Things I can thank God and pray for about my strand group time... 
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Clean Up Roster 

Mon Morning Tea Tues Morning Tea Wed Morning Tea Thurs Morning Tea Fri Morning Tea 

Strand 1.1 Strand 1.5 Strand 3.1 Strand 1.2 Strand 2.1 

Mon Lunch Tues Lunch Wed Lunch Thurs Lunch Fri Lunch 

Strand 1.2 Strand 2.1 Strand 3.2 Strand 1.3 Strand 2.2 

Mon Dinner Tues Dinner Wed Dinner Thurs Dinner Strand 2.3 

Strand 1.3 Strand 2.2 Strand 4.1 Strand 1.4 

Strand 1.4 Strand 2.3 Strand 1.1 Strand 1.5 
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The GROW Women's Conference gathers women of all ages and backgrounds to 
hear God's Word, pray, sing and grow in Christ together. Come and delve into 2 
Timothy with Jane Tooher, Saturday, 17th August 2019 at the Brisbane 
Convention Centre – https://www.qcca.org.au/grow  

https://www.qcca.org.au/grow
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