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Overview 

1. What do we expect Acts to say about the Holy Spirit? 

2. Some guidelines for reading Acts & Questions 

3. Baptism in the Holy Spirit 

4. Baptism and Fullness & Questions 

5. Group exercise - Lets look ourselves 

6. Question time 

 

1. What do we expect Acts to say about the Holy Spirit? 

Discussion - What have you heard others say Acts teaches us about the Holy Spirit and his 

role in our life? 

Personal reflection- Do you have any thoughts about what Acts teaches us about the Holy 

Spirit and his role in our life?  

 

2. Some guidelines for reading Acts & Questions 

Genre  

– History ≠ instruction 

But it is meant for our encouragement and learning 

 

The big picture of Acts 

- sequel to Luke = about Jesus (1:1) – we need good Trinitarian theology to read Acts 

 

- power and witness (1:4-5, 8) = power for testifying about Jesus 

 

- Word markers (2:47, 6:7, 9:31, 12:24, 13:49, 16:5, 19:20, 28:31) - “word spread” 

markers, not HS markers – cycles: word shared –> opposition –> opposition 

overcome –> word spread marker 

- Finishes with the word being proclaimed boldly in Rome (28:28-31) 

= Acts is about witnesses of Jesus, the spread of the word, and the growth of the church 

-  Holy Spirit needs to be understood in this context of witness and word spread 

Questions on reading Acts 
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3. Baptism in the Holy Spirit 

1.1 Details of the event 2:1-13 

 120 were all there.  However, Luke’s emphasis is on the apostles in fulfilment of Acts 1:5, and Acts 1:8-9. 

 The signs of wind and fire - OT signs of the presence of God 

There were visible and audible manifestations of these signs, which were recognisable to any Jew who 

knew the Torah, for example the pillars of fire and cloud that the Israelites followed during the Exodus, the 

crossing of the Red Sea (Ex 14:21), the burning bush (Ex 3:2) and on Mount Sinai (Ex 19:16-20 ) the 

shekinah glory over the ark. 

 They began to declare the wonderful works of God “in other tongues”. The word used for tongues (γλωσσα 

– glōssa) can mean “a language, dialect or unknown language”.  However, the descriptions of what was 

spoken indicate that they were speaking languages or dialects native to the various areas of those present:  

“in his own language” – v6 (τῆ Ιδιᾶ διαλεκτ) 

“in his own native language” - v8 (τῆ Ιδιᾶ διαλεκτ  ἐν ῆ ἐγεννηθεν) (lit = the language in 

which he was born) 

“in our own tongues” – v11 (ταῖς ἡμεραις γλωσσαις) 

1.2 Peter’s interpretation of the event (2:14-41) 

We need to let Peter tell us what it all signifies:  

1. 2:16-21 It was the fulfilment of prophecy  

Joel’s prediction of the outpouring of the Spirit in the last days (16) when God would renew his people. (Joel 2: 

28-32 and context) 

2:38 It was the fulfilment of  prophecy  

Acts 1:4-5 – Jesus promised it – as a gift from the father 

Luke 3:16 – John promised it as a gift from Jesus 

2. 2:32-33 They are seeing that Jesus has poured out the Spirit on the church 

It is evidence that Jesus has been resurrected and ascended to the Father’s right hand . 

God gave the gift of the HS to Jesus as a victory gift and Jesus gave the HS to the church.  

3. 2:36 It is a sign that Jesus was the Lord (= God) and messiah 

Messiah (and Christ) mean the one anointed by the Spirit. 

Note Is 61:1 – these words are spoken as prophecy of what the messiah will be and do.  

Peter is saying that the giving of the Spirit is the sign that Jesus was the victorious messiah of Isaiah he claimed 

to be (Note also Spirit descending on Jesus as his baptism (Lk 3:21-22) and Jesus claim to fulfil Is 61:1 in Lk 

4:17-21.)  

Peter pulls all these together and says the pouring out of the Spirit on Pentecost is evidence that Jesus was the 

Spirit anointed messiah he claimed to be.  

 

At Caesarea Philippi Peter claimed Jesus was the messiah/Christ, but now (2:36) takes the next step to realize 

that he is also Lord (κύριος = YHWH = God). 

 

Summary  

Peter says the outpouring of the Spirit has two key meanings 

It is a testimony that Jesus was the prophesied Spirit anointed Messiah/Christ who has ascended to heaven to 

rule. 

It is the fulfilment of the promised out pouring of the Spirit on the people of God in the last days.     

Jesus as resurrected messiah and this out pouring of the Spirit are inseparable. 

 

While Pentecost is the day of the outpouring of the Spirit, Peter puts the focus on Jesus, not the Spirit. The Spirit 

is testifying to the fact that Jesus is the Messiah/Christ, and that he has resurrected and ascended. The Spirit is 

the spotlight, not the star on stage. Jesus is the star on stage.  

 

Joining dots with other OT prophecies and events not mentioned by Peter 

 Additional OT prophecies not mentioned in Acts 

Jer 31:31-34, esp 33 – the New Covenant  will have the law on our hearts = given the Spirit to testify to our 

hearts  

Ez 36:24-37, esp 26-27 – The new Covenant will have a new Spirit within us.  

Or in the vein of last chapters of Deuteronomy calling for the start of a new covenant with God.   
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Note: 

Deut 29:29 “the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the 

words of this law.” 

Acts 2:39 “For the promise is for you, and for your children, and for all who are far off, everyone whom the 

Lord calls to himself 

 The Spirit in the OT – was for prophets, priests and kings to anoint them for ministry. Symbolically we all 

in the church are now anointed as prophets, priests and kings for ministry.  

 

Summary 

One sign of the New Covenant/last days would be that we would all have the Spirit in a new special way 

 

Some key big picture theological observations  

The way this all reads is that Pentecost is not an  everyday event: it is the marker of a revolutionary day 

proclaiming the long awaited fulfilment of the OT promises, and of the resurrection victory of Jesus. 

  

 

The big picture is that this is all corporate,  not individualistic. It is about Jesus and the Spirit, and the 

coming of the new Covenant and the church.  

 

The key job of the Spirit is to glory Jesus and testify to him.  

While the day of Pentecost has enormous implications and application for each of us as individuals, the 

main point, and the focus, is not about me and my experience of the Spirit. It about Jesus and what he has 

done for his church. We as modern western people want to always put the focus on me and my individual 

relationship with God. We can want to focus on my experience of the Spirit. However, that totally distorts 

what Acts is saying. Peter clearly interpreted the work of the Spirit as testifying to Jesus. If we put the focus 

of Acts 2 on my experience of the Spirit, that verges on blasphemy, working against the Spirit by putting 

my experience under the spotlight, where Jesus should be the star on stage, not me.  

 

1.3 Pentecost: a unique event, or a model for every Sunday 

God is making clear, and Luke is making clear to us, that this is an extra-ordinary event of testimony to Jesus, 

and the long awaited fulfilment of prophecy of Jesus giving his Spirit to the Church.  This is a special day. It is 

not a description of the regular Sunday morning gathering. Further evidence that this is a once in history unique 

event are the following. 

   

Note, I acknowledge that all not of these points are conclusive as stand-alone points, but the collective big 

picture in context is clear (let scripture interpret scripture).  

 

Evidence from Acts 

1.  Jesus’ words that this power is the baptism of the Holy Spirit and will happen ‘not 

many days from now’ (Acts 1:5, 8) imply a singular event in history at a specific 

location.   

2. If it is about the fulfilment of prophecy - What it symbolised from the OT only 

required a once event to show it had happened.  What other key event of salvation 

history requires a weekly demonstration that it is fulfilled? The method of the whole 

bible is one sign to show what God has done, then we trust the words of Scripture 

after that. It doesn’t need signs and wonders to re-prove every week that it has 

happened.   

It is actually a lack of faith in God’s word to want to see Jesus messiahship and 

resurrection reproved every week.   

3. There is no evidence that the visible Spirit baptism happened regularly. ‘Many other 

gatherings are recorded throughout Acts with no evidence that this happened every 

time they met.  There are a few “repeats” of Acts 2 but they can be explained. See 

point below. 

4. The other “Spirit baptism” events in Acts can be explained as extensions of the one 

main “once” event. 
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They all recognized Acts 2 as a special event.   

Acts 2- once as the main event – Pentecost – Peter and the 12 present 

Acts 8:14-17 - once with Samaritans to show they too are included –- Peter and John 

present 

Acts 10:44-46 - once with Cornelius to show that Gentiles too are included - Peter 

present  

Acts 19:1-6- once with disciples of John’s baptism (c.f. 18:24-26) to show that John’s 

baptism is not enough, you need Jesus and his Spirit. (The message is not “Jesus is not 

enough”) – Paul present to witness 

 

Note Acts 11:15 “As I began to speak the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the 

beginning.” He did not say as happens every Sunday. Peter implies that Acts 2 was the 

unique at the beginning experience, not a regular event.  

Note Acts 15:7-9. Peter implies that the Cornelius event was a unique event. Not a regular 

occurrence.  

Note that each of the “ Pentecost events” needed an apostle present to witness what God was 

doing. This lines up with Acts 1:8 where Jesus says they will be his witnesses – of what he 

has done – and what he will do.  

 

5. Luke intends Acts 2:42ff/4:32 to be the ideal for the regular gathering. Note, no 

mention of the Pentecost phenomena in these descriptions of the life of the church. 

6. The presence of people from so many nations in Jerusalem for the Pentecost feast, 

probably not understanding Aramaic and needing other languages, was not an every 

week event.  

7. There is no indication in Acts that Luke expects us to do the same. All of Acts is 

history, telling us what God has done. There are no commands directed to the reader.  

8. All “supernatural” events come from those who were with Jesus, appointed to be his 

special witnesses (or those appointed by them, e.g. Philip, Stephen, but even they 

don’t do HS Baptisms).  

9. The regular occurrence view can make it very individualistic – a symbol of what is 

happening in the individual. The focus of Acts is on what God has done in history for 

the church as a whole. 
 

Some unavoidable questions 

If you are tempted to say “what is happening in my church is the same as happened in Acts 

2,” then ask the following practical questions:  

Do you see tongues of fire on everyone’s head each Sunday?  

Do you hear rushing wind fill the church each Sunday? 

Does everyone understand the “tongues” without need for interpretation each Sunday? 

Unless you can answer “yes” to all, or even some, of the above, it is not the same as 

happened in Acts 2. 

Assuming your answers are “no,” either (a) Pentecost is not a model for the Sunday 

gathering, or (b) God’s Spirit is not at work in our churches anywhere anymore. 

Point of clarification – I think God’s Spirit is mightily at work in many churches around us, 

but the Acts 2 phenomena are not the sign.  We see his Spirit work powerfully in people 

being brought to faith, repentance and maturity (fruit of the Spirit) through the word. 

 

It is unlikely that the tongues of Acts 2 were the same as the tongues Paul discourages in 1 

Corinthians.  The only point in common is the use of languages. The tongues of Acts 2 

needed no interpretation and were for the benefit of those present who could understand the 



5 

 

tongues in their own languages, whereas the tongues of 1 Corinthians were not understood 

and required interpretation. What happened at Pentecost is completely opposite to what Paul 

says to do in the epistle to the Corinthians. (Sorry, we need to leave Corinthians for later) 

 

4. Baptism and fullness 
(see John Stott “Baptism and Fullness”) 

Baptism – a once event at Pentecost or conversion  

However, Acts 2 is actually both Baptism and filling at once – in 2:17 Peter describes the Hs 

as “poured out on” (= baptism), but 2:4 says he was “filled” to speak 

See Acts 2:38 – Peter expects the normal pattern to be for HS baptism and faith to go together 

In 10:44 – the baptism comes as a result of hearing the gospel of Jesus (10:34-43), faith is 

implied. 

 

Filling – a repeated event for ministry 

Note how the same people get “filled” over and over again in ministry situations. 

  (We will explore this more in group exercise time below) 

 

Baptism and Fullness & Questions 

 

4. Group exercise - Lets look ourselves 

For these exercises go to “Spirit hits in Acts” doc. 

– ignore strike through, yellow, and blue backgrounds 

- The HS doesn’t always fit our boxes neatly – note incidents that don’t fit neatly, but 

look for trends  

 

1. Everyone in small groups - Work through HS hits from from 2:4-4:31 (note also 

2:17). What is the Holy Spirit doing? Enabling them to do? 

Collating group results and summarizing 

 

2. Different small groups doing different passages – Work through one or more of the 

sets of verses below: 

5:2-7:55 (5) 

8:29-10:38 (6) 

11:12-13:52 (7) 

15:8-28:25 (8) 

Try to categorize what is the Spirit doing?  

Empowering to speak?  

Empowering for something else? What? 
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Giving some inner joy, boldness, strength etc? 

Giving instructions? About what? What details are given about how he gives instructions? 

Doing something completely different? What?  

For each of the above, please do read around the context. E.g. where it simply says someone 

was full of the HS, what is the HS enabling that person to do in the surrounding context? 

Tricky bits for groups finished early:  

Go through the Blue sections and try to work out what Acts implies about what the Holy 

Spirit is doing and how? (i.e. What specifically it is implied that the Spirit is doing that they 

are resisting or testing?) 

 

Collating group results and summarizing 

 

3. Everyone in small groups - Note how many hits occur early in Acts compared to the 

“Holy Spirit silence” from Acts 21:-28. What do you make of this? 

Compare 20:22 to 21:4. What do we make of this? 

Collating group results and summarizing 

5. Question time 

Any questions about anything covered or not covered 

 


